
 
 

 
 
 

Buffalo Grove Park District  
WORKSHOP/REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Monday, November 28, 2022 
Alcott Center – Room24 

530 Bernard Drive, Buffalo Grove 
6 pm 

 
WORKSHOP AGENDA 

 

I.       Call to Order 
 A.  Roll Call 

 
II.      Introduction of Guests 

   III.      Approval of Workshop Agenda 
 

    IV.      Finance (SC/HW) 
A. November Warrant 2022 
B. October Financial Statement 
C. October Year to Date Statement 
D. November Refunds 
E. Resolution 22-11-1 Designating Public Depository and Authorizing Withdrawal 

 of Municipal Public Moneys 
F. Ordinance 22-11-1 An Ordinance providing for the issue of not to exceed 

$1,293,000 General Obligation Limited Tax Park Bonds, Series 2022, of the 
District for the payment of land for parks, for the building, maintaining, 
improving and protecting of the same and the existing land and facilities of the 
District and for the payment of the expenses incident thereto, providing for the 
levy of a direct annual tax to pay the principal and interest on said bonds, and 
authorizing the sale of said bonds to the purchaser thereof. 

 
 V.      President and Commissioners’ Reports 

   VI.      Old Business 
  VII.      New Business 
   VIII.      Adjournment 
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BOARD MEETING 
(To Immediately Follow Workshop) 

 

I. Call to Order 
A.  Roll Call 
 

II.   Pledge of Allegiance 
   III.      Introduction of Guests 
  IV.      Approval of Regular Board Meeting Agenda 

 
   V.      Approval of Minutes 

A. Approval of October 10, 2022 Workshop Minutes 
B. Approval of October 19, 2022 Special Board Meeting Minutes 
C. Approval of October 24, 2022 Public Hearing Minutes 
D. Approval of October 24, 2022 Workshop Minutes 
E. Approval of October 24, 2022 Regular Board Meeting Minutes 
F. Approval of October 24,2022 Executive Session Minutes 

 
VI.       Topics from the Floor 
           Discussion on topics from the audience will be limited to 10 minutes.  Presentation before              

       the Park Board should be scheduled through the Executive Director’s office no later than 5  
       pm the Wednesday prior to the Park Board meeting. 

 
VII.     Correspondence 

A. Written 
B. Verbal 

 
VIII.       Attorney’s Report 

 
 IX.         Committee Action Items 

A. Finance (SC) 
1.  Approval of the November Warrant 2022 
2.  Approval of the October Financial Statement and the October Year to Date 
     Statement 
3.  Approval of the Renewal of Vista 2023 Health, Dental, Life and Vision  
     Insurance Plans 
4.  Approval of Resolution 22-11-1 Designating Public Depository and       
 Authorizing Withdrawal of Municipal Public Moneys 
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5.  Approval of Ordinance 22-11-1 An Ordinance providing for the issue of 
not to exceed $1,293,000 General Obligation Limited Tax Park Bonds, 
Series 2022, of the District for the payment of land for parks, for the 
building, maintaining, improving and protecting of the same and the 
existing land and facilities of the District and for the payment of the 
expenses incident thereto, providing for the levy of a direct annual tax to 
pay the principal and interest on said bonds, and authorizing the sale of 
said bonds to the purchaser thereof. 

 
 X.      Consent Agenda  

          All items on the Consent Agenda are considered routine by the Park Board and 
will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items 
unless a Commissioner or resident so requests.  At that time, the item will be moved 
and placed on the agenda under new business. 

 
        A.  Quarter B Update of Executive Director Work Plan      
        B.  Quarter B Update of Departmental Goals and Objectives 
       C.  Strategic Plan/Agency Goals Update  
                         
 XI.     Executive Director’s Report and Department Operational Reports 
XII.  Old Business 
XIII.     New Business 

 
XIV.     Executive Session for the Purpose of: 

A. Personnel – Discussion on Transition/Appointment of the Future Executive Director 
 

XV.     Action to be taken from Closed Meeting Session  
XVI.    Adjournment 

 
 
 
 
 

“Enriching life and community through premier parks, programs and facilities.” 
 







 
 

Buffalo Grove Park District Board of Commissioners 
WORKSHOP MINUTES 
Alcott Center – Room 24 

October 10, 2022 
6 pm 

 
 

Commissioners Present:  Tracy Bragg, Steve Cummins, Scott Jacobson, Larry Reiner and Hetal 
Wallace 
 
Staff Present:  Executive Director Ryan Risinger, Deputy Director Erika Strojinc, Director of Business 
Services and Human Resources John Short, Director of Parks and Planning Tim Howe, Superintendent 
of Communications and Marketing Mike Terson, and Executive Assistant Beth Wanland 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
Roll Call 
President Jacobson called the Workshop to order at 6:01 pm.  The roll was called and Commissioners 
Bragg, Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner and Wallace answered present. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

Monika Adamski, Audit Manager from Lauterbach & Amen LLP, was in attendance. 
 

APPROVAL OF THE WORKSHOP AGENDA 
Vice President Bragg moved to approve the October 10, 2022 Workshop Agenda, seconded by 
Commissioner Cummins and the motion passed with a voice vote. 
 

TOPICS FROM THE FLOOR 
There were no Topics from the Floor discussed. 
    

FINANCE 
Presentation of 2021-22 Year End Audit Report 
Monika Adamski, Auditor Manager from Lauterbach & Amen, LLP said that once again the Buffalo 
Grove Park District had a very clean audit.  She said there were no issues working with management 
and everything requested was received in a timely manner.  She said the Park District will submit for 
the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) certificate of excellence which is the highest 
form of recognition in financial reporting a district can receive.  She highlighted the numbers presented 
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in the audit and pointed out that the District had a very healthy fund balance at the end of the year.  
She also reviewed the Management Letter and said the two funds over budget were immaterial but 
they are required to report it.  She said it is nothing that the District did incorrectly and if it were 
material the budget would be amended.  
 
Commissioner Reiner commended Executive Director Risinger, Director Short, and Lauterbach and 
Amen, LLP for the comprehensive report.  Commissioner Cummins thanked both parties and said he 
appreciates seeing the 10-year history in the report.    
 
Resolution 22-10-1 Tax Levy Estimate 
Director Short said that the Tax Levy Estimate is the amount of money to be levied from property taxes 
to finance the District’s expenses.  He explained the rationale behind not levying and the long-term 
negative effect it would have on the District in future years.  He said the lost funds would compound 
and the District would never be able to recapture them. 
 
Budget Preparation Calendar 
Director Risinger said we will present the new fiscal year budget in March of 2023.  He said we will 
look for approval of the budget and appropriations ordinance at the end of April. 
 

RECREATION 
2022 Camp Fee Report and 2022-23 Preschool Fee Report 
Deputy Director Strojinc said last year hourly pay increases were made knowing the minimum wage 
increase to $15/hour was coming.  This year she said we remained status quo and would like to see 
how it goes.  If needed, she said we will make fee adjustments next year.  Commissioner Reiner said 
he would like to revisit our policies on fee assistance and see scholarships available to those who can’t 
afford to attend camps and preschool.  President Jacobson said the general philosophy should be that 
no child is left behind.  Commissioner Cummins agreed that it would be nice to see the fee assistance 
policy.  Vice President Bragg asked about the Friends of the Parks Foundation and the money they 
raise and how it is spent.  She asked that this conversation be a topic on a future Board Workshop 
agenda to discuss further.      
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Executive Director Risinger said that included in the Board packet was an article that appeared in the 
Daily Herald on his retirement.  There was also a letter from Peter Murphy from IAPD that was sent to 
our legislators congratulating the Park District for winning the Best of the Best Partnership award.  There 
was an article that appeared in the Countryside on the Park District Seeking Funds from the Village for 
the Rylko Park renovation, and a letter from Jeff Weiss thanking the Park District for the successful 
Arboretum dedication and planting at Green Lake Park.  Last there was an updated What’s 
Happening? calendar of events prepared by Executive Assistant Wanland. 
 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Administrative Staff Report 
Executive Director Risinger said that included in the Board packet is a report of minutes from 
Administrative Staff Meetings held during the month of September.  He reminded the Board that the 
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SLSF Celebrate Ability event is on November 4 at Chevy Chase Country Club at 6:30 pm.  He also 
asked Commissioners to let Executive Assistant Wanland know if they would like tickets reserved for 
Blithe Spirit or Once upon a Mattress.  Last he said that the IAPD credentials came in after the Board 
Packet went out and copies were printed for their review.  It was agreed that Commissioner Reiner will 
serve as the delegate at the Annual Business Meeting at Conference in January.  The Board decided 
Commissioner Jacobson will serve as the 1st alternate, Commissioner Bragg will serve as the 2nd 
alternate, and Commissioner Cummins will be the 3rd alternate.  
 
Director Short said he submitted final paperwork for Phase I of the Educational Gardens grant and we 
are now just waiting for the check.  He also asked Commissioners to bring their driver’s license to the 
next board meeting in order to make copies which are now required to update signers for our Harris 
and Wintrust bank accounts. 
 
Superintendent Terson said that his new part-time marketing assistant, Nic, has produced two videos 
and did a great job on them.  He said he is excited for many more videos with Park District branding 
to add to social media.  He said the winter book is on press and should arrive in the near future.  
Commissioner Cummins said he would like to receive links to the two videos Nic produced and future 
videos. 
 
Deputy Director Strojinc said the Nature Classroom is closed for the season.  She said staff is working 
on Phase II and is excited for what’s to come.  She said the Huck Finn Fishing Derby and Diwali 
events went great.  She said Enchanted Night at the Museum is next week on Tuesday, October 18 
and the Arts and Crafts Fair and Howl-O-Ween Pooch Parade are on Saturday, October 22.  She 
said Recreation Supervisor Jimmy Mix is moving to the Golf Dome and staff is figuring out if we can 
move around job responsibilities or hire someone to replace him.  She said Clubhouse has 616 
participants.  Staff started a geofencing campaign to hire and it has net seven new staff and enabled 
Clubhouse to clear three waitlists.  There are still 40 more kids on waitlists and we hope the 
geofencing campaign will yield more staff.  She said staff had a hotel booked for the NRPA 
Conference and got bumped.  Staff then rented a house that sleeps 16 which saved the District 
$4,000 and staff loved the bonding time together. 
 
Director Howe said we formally applied for the OSLAD grant for Parkchester Park.  He said his 
department is starting to plan for winter and the Farmer’s Almanac says it is going to be cold and wet.     

 
PRESIDENT AND COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS 

President Jacobson said that he attended both Open Houses for Parkchester Park and he thinks resident 
concerns were addressed and the neighbors are happy.  He said he attended a meeting with the 
Village and reviewed BG Days.  He said the Village thought it was a huge success and thinks 
everything is moving in the right direction.  He said it was a good discussion and the Village has some 
decisions to make with regard to the BG Days committee.  Superintendent Terson commended his 
coworkers on planning and working the event and said it was a great team effort.   
 
Commissioner Cummins thanked the team for all their work.  He said he is looking forward to seeing 
the production of Blithe Spirit this weekend. 
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Commissioner Bragg said IAPD has put preliminary conference information on their website.  She said 
Executive Assistant Wanland sent out hotel room reservations to Commissioners and asked them to let 
her know if you will not be staying at the hotel Wednesday through Sunday. 
 
Commissioner Wallace thanked staff for the Diwali celebration.  She said it was thoughtful and mindful 
and she was really impressed.  Director Strojinc said 265 people were registered and approximately 
200 people came.  She said they will survey those who attended and see what can be changed next 
year to make it even better.  Everyone who attended agreed the dance part of the program was a 
huge success.  Commissioner Wallace also said she attended the Arboretum dedication and loved the 
storyboards.  She said she met people from other communities who said how lucky we are to live 
here.  She thanked Tim for agreeing to give a presentation to the AP Environmental Science class at 
Wheeling High School on the topic of Park and Open Space Development. 
 
Commissioner Reiner said that the Legal Symposium is on Thursday, November 3 and he and 
Commissioner Wallace said they would like to attend.  He said the Board and staff came across very 
strong at the two Open Houses at Parkchester Park.  He said the residents understand the design and 
know concessions needed to be made from the original plan in order to give them what they wanted. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
There was no Old Business discussed. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
There was no New Business discussed. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The Board did not enter Executive Session. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
Commissioner Reiner moved to adjourn the Workshop at 7:35 pm, seconded by Commissioner 
Wallace and the motion passed with a voice vote. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
________________________________ 

Secretary 

 



 
 

Buffalo Grove Park District Board of Commissioners 
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

October 19, 2022 
Alcott Center – Room 24 

530 Bernard Drive, Buffalo Grove 
6 pm 

 
 

Commissioners Present:  Tracy Bragg, Steve Cummins, Scott Jacobson, Larry Reiner and Hetal Wallace 
Staff Present:  No staff was present 
  

CALL TO ORDER 
Roll Call 
President Jacobson called the Special Board Meeting to order at 6 pm.  The roll was called and 
Commissioners Bragg, Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner and Wallace answered present. 
 

APPROVAL OF THE SPECIAL BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
Commissioner Cummins moved to approve the October 19, 2022 Special Board Meeting Agenda, 
seconded by Commissioner Wallace and the motion passed with a voice vote. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
Carol Sente, owner and President of Carol Sente Consulting LLC, was in attendance. 
 

TOPICS FROM THE FLOOR 
There were no topics from the floor. 

 
BOARD SHARING 

Carol Sente made opening remarks to the Board and gave an overview of what would be covered over the 
next few hours.  She emphasized the importance of the Board sharing their viewpoints and set 
communication expectations which promote an open, honest, and judgement-free environment.  
Commissioners Bragg and Cummins, Park District Personnel Committee Chairs, presented an Executive 
Director job description they had worked on in preparation for this special meeting. The Board then held an 
in-depth discussion of how to move forward with the process of hiring the new Executive Director. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Vice President Bragg moved to adjourn the Special Board Meeting at 8:35 pm, seconded by Commissioner 
Cummins and the motion passed with a voice vote. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Secretary 



 
Buffalo Grove Park District 

PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES 
October 24, 2022 

Community Arts Center 
225 McHenry Road, Buffalo Grove, IL  

6 pm  
 

Due to a power outage and boil order at the Alcott Center the meeting was moved to the Community Arts 
Center, 225 McHenry Road, Buffalo Grove.  The emergency meeting location change was posted on the 

Park District website and on the doors of the Alcott Center in compliance with the Open Meetings Act. 

 
Commissioners Present:  Tracy Bragg, Steve Cummins, Scott Jacobson, Larry Reiner and Hetal Wallace  
 
Staff Present:  Executive Director Ryan Risinger, Deputy Director Erika Strojinc, Director of Business Services 
and Human Resources John Short, Director of Parks and Planning Tim Howe, Superintendent of 
Communications and Marketing Mike Terson and Executive Assistant Beth Wanland 
 
Attorneys Steven and David Bloomberg were present 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
Roll Call 
President Jacobson called the Workshop to order at 6:03 pm.  The roll was called and Commissioners 
Bragg, Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner and Wallace answered present. 
 

APPROVAL OF PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA 
Commissioner Reiner moved to approve the Public Hearing Agenda, seconded by Commissioner Wallace 
and the motion passed with a voice vote. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
There were no guests in attendance. 
 

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING 
President Jacobson called the Public Hearing (the “Hearing”) to order at 6:03 pm. 
 
President Jacobson announced that the Public Hearing is held to receive public comments on the proposal to 
sell $1,600,000 General Obligation Limited Tax Park Bonds (the “Bonds”) for the payment of land 
condemned or purchased for parks, for the building, maintaining, improving and protecting of the same, and 
the existing land and facilities of the District, and for the payment of expenses incident thereto.  He explained 
that all persons desiring to be heard would have an opportunity to present written or oral testimony with 
respect thereto. 
 
Executive Director Risinger read the following Public Hearing Notice that was published in the Daily Herald 
on October 12, 2022: 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING THE INTENT OF 
THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS OF 

THE BUFFALO GROVE PARK DISTRICT, LAKE AND COOK COUNTIES, ILLINOIS 
TO SELL $1,600,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION LIMITED TAX PARK BONDS 

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Buffalo Grove Park District, Lake and Cook Counties, Illinois 
(the “District”), will hold a public hearing on the 24th day of October, 2022, at 6:00 o’clock P.M.  
The hearing will be held at the Alcott Center, 530 Bernard Drive, Buffalo Grove, Illinois.  The purpose 
of the hearing will be to receive public comments on the proposal to sell bonds of the District in the 
amount of $1,600,000 for the payment of land condemned or purchased for parks, for the building, 
maintaining, improving and protecting of the same and the existing land and facilities of the District, 
for the payment of outstanding obligations of the District and for the payment of the expenses incident 
thereto. 

By order of the President of the Board of Park Commissioners of the Buffalo Grove Park District, Lake 
and Cook Counties, Illinois. 

DATED the 26th day of September, 2022.     
           Ryan Risinger, Secretary 

Board of Park Commissioners 
Buffalo Grove Park District  
Lake and Cook Counties, Illinois 

    
PARK COMMISSIONER COMMENTS/QUESTIONS 

President Jacobson opened discussion and there were no comments or questions from the Park Board 
Commissioners. 
  

PUBLIC WRITTEN AND VERBAL COMMENTS/QUESTIONS 
President Jacobson opened discussion to the public and there were no written or verbal comments or 
questions from the public. 

 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE PUBLIC HEARING  

President Jacobson announced that all persons desiring to be heard had been given an opportunity to 
present oral and written testimony with respect to the proposed issuance of the Bonds.   
 
Commissioner Reiner moved to adjourn the Public Hearing at 6:05 pm, seconded by Commissioner 
Cummins and the motion passed with a roll call vote. 
AYES:       Bragg, Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner, Wallace 
NAYS:      0 
ABSTAIN:  0  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 

Secretary  



 
 

Buffalo Grove Park District 
WORKSHOP MINUTES 

October 24, 2022 
Community Arts Center 

225 McHenry Road, Buffalo Grove, IL  

 
 

Commissioners Present:  Tracy Bragg, Steve Cummins, Scott Jacobson, Larry Reiner and Hetal 
Wallace  
 
Staff Present:  Executive Director Ryan Risinger, Deputy Director Erika Strojinc, Director of Business 
Services and Human Resources John Short, Director of Parks and Planning Tim Howe, Superintendent 
of Communications and Marketing Mike Terson, and Executive Assistant Beth Wanland 
 
Attorney Steven and David Bloomberg were present 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
Roll Call 
President Jacobson called the Workshop to order at 6:05 pm.  The roll was called and Commissioners 
Bragg, Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner and Wallace answered present. 
 

APPROVAL OF REVISED WORKSHOP AGENDA 
Vice President Bragg moved to approve the Revised Workshop Agenda, seconded by Commissioner 
Wallace and the motion passed with a voice vote. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
Linda Byron, from Raymond James & Associates, Inc. was in attendance. 
 

FINANCE 
October Warrant 2022 
There were no comments on the October 2022 Warrant.  
 
September Financial Statement  
Director Short said that things are going well.  He said we are doing better than budgeted.  He said 
the Cook County tax extension is delayed and the final report on the levy is expected to be out in early 
November. 
 
September Year-to-Date Statement 
There were no comments on the September Year-to-Date Statement. 
 
October Refunds 
There were no comments on the October Refunds. 
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Linda Byron, Raymond James & Associates, Bond Discussion 
Linda Byron, Director at Raymond James & Associates, prepared and presented a financing update for 
the Buffalo Grove Park District.  She addressed the Current Debt Situation of the District; 2022 
General Obligation Limited Tax Bonds and their cost of issuance as well as a financing timetable; 
Future General Obligation Limited Tax Bonds; and last, the possibility of Issuing Alternate Revenue 
Bonds in the fall of 2023 for the balance of funds needed for the Rylko Park renovation. 
 
Resolution 22-10-2 Harris Bank Signers  
Director Short said updated signatures are needed from the Board as required per Harris Bank.  
 
Resolution 22-10-3 Wintrust Bank Signers 
Director Short said updated signatures are needed from the Board as required per Wintrust Bank. 
 
Board Travel and Conference Expense 
There were no comments on the Board Travel and Conference Expense. 
 

 
PRESIDENT AND COMMISSIONERS REPORTS 

President Jacobson said he went to see Blithe Spirit, the black box performance, and said the set was 
incredible.  He also attended the Howl-O-Ween Pooch Parade on a perfect-weather Saturday and 
said there was a great turnout with about 50 dogs participating. 
 
Commissioner Cummins said he also enjoyed Blithe Spirit and he had a friend that he knows socially 
that was in the performance.  He said he loves that the opportunity to be part of a production is 
available to people of all ages.  He also attended the Craft Fair and said it was well laid out and well 
attended. 
 
Vice President Bragg gave kudos to the marketing department on the excellent social media posts over 
the weekend.  She reminded the Board the IAPD Legal Symposium is on Thursday, November 3 in 
Oakbrook.  
 
Commissioner Wallace said there was a meet-and-greet with the Hurricane swim team and she met a 
family who moved here from South Africa.  The resident said she researched the area and loved the 
competitive pricing at the Fitness Center.  She looked at the surrounding suburbs and chose to move to 
Buffalo Grove because of all it had to offer.  Commissioner Wallace said she loves the purse she 
bought at the Craft Fair and said the parking lot was full.  She went to Blithe Spirit for the second time 
last weekend with her kids.  She said she loved that her kids were able to see their mentors perform.  
Unrelated, she said she attended the Farmer’s Market and met a person who said the best part of the 
Park District is how well the baseball fields are kept. 
 
Commissioner Reiner wished Commissioner Wallace Happy Diwali.  She said they started celebrating 
on Saturday and will continue celebrating until their New Year on Wednesday.  She said that different 
regions of India celebrate differently.  She said in India Diwali is celebrated more traditionally.  They 
shut down for two weeks, ask for forgiveness, and clean out their books.  

 
OLD BUSINESS 

There was no Old Business discussed. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

There was no New Business discussed. 
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
Vice President Bragg moved to adjourn the Board Workshop at 6:41 pm, seconded by Commissioner 
Wallace and the motion passed with a voice vote. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Secretary 
 

 



 
 

Buffalo Grove Park District 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

October 24, 2022 
Community Arts Center 

225 McHenry Road, Buffalo Grove, IL  
 
 
Commissioners Present:  Tracy Bragg, Steve Cummins, Scott Jacobson, Larry Reiner and Hetal 
Wallace  
 
Staff Present:  Executive Director Ryan Risinger, Deputy Director Erika Strojinc, Director of Business 
Services and Human Resources John Short, Director of Parks and Planning Tim Howe, Superintendent 
of Communications and Marketing Mike Terson, and Executive Assistant Beth Wanland 
 
Attorneys Steven and David Bloomberg were present 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

Roll Call 
President Jacobson called the Regular Board Meeting to order at 6:41 pm.  The roll was called and 
Commissioners Bragg, Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner and Wallace answered present. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
Carole Sente, from Carol Sente Consulting, was in attendance. 
 

APPROVAL OF THE REVISED REGULAR BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
Vice President Bragg moved to approve the Revised Regular Board Meeting Agenda, seconded by 
Commissioner Cummins and the motion passed with a voice vote. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Approval of the September 12, 2022 Park Tour Minutes 
Vice President Bragg moved to approve the September 12, 2022 Park Tour Minutes, seconded by 
Commissioner Wallace and the motion passed with a voice vote.  Commissioners Bragg and 
Cummins abstained. 
  
Approval of the September 12, 2022 Workshop Meeting Minutes 
Commissioner Cummins moved to approve the September 12, 2022 Workshop Meeting minutes, 
seconded by Vice President Bragg and the motion passed with a voice vote.     
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Approval of the September 12, 2022 Regular Board Meeting Minutes 
Vice President Bragg moved to approve the September 12, 2022 Regular Board Meeting minutes, 
seconded by Commissioner Cummins and the motion passed with a voice vote.   
 

TOPICS FROM THE FLOOR 
There were no Topics from the Floor discussed. 

 
WRITTEN AND VERBAL CORRESPONDENCE 

Executive Director Risinger reviewed the correspondence in the Board packet which included a 
congratulatory letter from Senator Julie Morrison on the Park District earning a Best of the Best award 
for their partnership with the Korean Cultural Club; newspaper advertisements for Blithe Spirit, the Craft 
Fair, and the Howl-O-Ween Pooch Parade; and a thank you email from Linda Rosen thanking the Park 
District for planting a tree in recognition of her years of working part-time with the Park District. 

 
ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

Attorney Steven Bloomberg said that the Illinois Legislature has passed a Public Act 102-1088 which 
requires Park District’s to create a committee made up with members of the board, the public, and staff 
to evaluate district efficiencies and offer recommendations for improvement.  Executive Director Risinger 
said IAPD legal counsel is evaluating the act and working with the Joint Legislative Committee.  A 
recommendation on how park districts should proceed with the committee is expected to come out 
shortly after the Legal Symposium.  Attorney Steven Bloomberg said this is very broad legislation and is 
an unfunded mandate for municipal governments.  The report of the committee findings will be due late 
2023.  
 

COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS 
Finance 
Approval of the October Warrant 2022 
Commissioner Cummins moved to approve the October Warrant 2022 in the amount of 
$1,836,426.45, seconded by Vice President Bragg and the motion passed with a roll call vote. 
AYES:       Bragg, Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner, Wallace 
NAYS:      0 
ABSTAIN:  0   
 
Approval of the September Financial Statement and the September Year to Date Statement 
Commissioner Cummins moved to approve the September Financial Statement and the September 
Year to Date Statement, seconded by Commissioner Reiner and the motion passed with a roll call 
vote. 
AYES:       Bragg, Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner, Wallace 
NAYS:      0  
ABSTAIN:  0 
 
Approval of Resolution 22-10-1 Tax Levy Estimate 
Commissioner Cummins asked about the Limited Bonds number on the Levy Estimate.  Director Short 
said that number is the same number on the Raymond James report for the 2022 Debt Service 
Extension Base Summary based on the prior year. 
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Commissioner Cummins moved to approve Resolution 22-10-1 Tax Levy Estimate, seconded by 
Commissioner Reiner and the motion passed with a roll call vote. 
AYES:       Bragg, Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner, Wallace 
NAYS:      0  
ABSTAIN:  0 
 
Approval of 2021-22 Year End Audit 
Commissioner Cummins moved to approve the 2021-22 Year End Audit prepared by Lauterbach and 
Amen, LLP, seconded by Vice President Bragg and the motion passed with a roll call vote. 
AYES:       Bragg, Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner, Wallace 
NAYS:      0  
ABSTAIN:  0 
 
Approval of Resolution 22-10-2 Harris Bank Signers 
Commissioner Cummins moved to approve Ordinance 22-10-2 Harris Bank Signers, seconded by 
Vice President Bragg and the motion passed with a roll call vote. 
AYES:       Bragg, Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner, Wallace 
NAYS:      0  
ABSTAIN:  0 
 
Approval of Resolution 22-10-3 Wintrust Bank Signers 
Commissioner Cummins moved to approve Resolution 22-10-3 Wintrust Bank Signers, seconded by 
Vice President Bragg and the motion passed with a roll call vote. 
AYES:       Bragg, Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner, Wallace 
NAYS:      0  
ABSTAIN:  0 
 
Approval of Board Travel and Conference Expense 
Commissioner Cummins moved to approve the Board and Travel Expense in the amount of 
$2,383.18, seconded by Commissioner Wallace and the motion passed with a roll call vote. 
AYES:       Bragg, Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner, Wallace 
NAYS:      0  
ABSTAIN:  0 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Commissioner Wallace moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, seconded by 
Commissioner Cummins and the motion passed with a voice vote: 
 

• 2023 Camp Fees 

• 2023-24 Preschool Fees 

• IAPD Credentials 

 
EXECUTVIE DIRECTOR’S REPORT AND DEPARMENT OPERATIONAL REPORTS 

Executive Director Risinger said that Rotary held an event at Bowlero with the Commission for Residents 
with Disabilities last Thursday night.  He said there were about 90 bowlers and it was a great event.  
He said the Best of the Best Awards Gala was a very nice night and Commissioner Reiner was 
recognized for his 35 years of service as Board Commissioner.  He also said the Park District was 
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awarded the Best of the Best Partnership Award for the Museum collaboration with the Korean Cultural 
Club of Chicago at the gala.   
 
Deputy Director Strojinc said the Trick-or-Treat Trail is on Friday and we are expecting a large crowd.  
She said she appreciates the kind comments from the Commissioners on the events held last weekend. 
 
Superintendent of Communications and Marketing Mike Terson said there will be a video coming out 
on social media featuring the Howl-O-Ween Pooch Parade.  

 
OLD BUSINESS 

There was no Old Business discussed. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
There was no New Business discussed. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Vice President Bragg moved to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of Personnel/Process for 
Hiring the Next Executive Director at 6:58 pm, seconded by Commissioner Cummins and the motion 
passed with a roll call vote. 
AYES:         Cummins, Bragg, Jacobson, Reiner, Wallace  
NAYS:        0 
ABSTAIN:    0 

 
RECONVENE REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Commissioner Reiner moved to end Executive Session and reconvene the Regular Board Meeting at 
8:50 pm, seconded by Vice President Bragg and the motion passed with a roll call vote. 
AYES:         Cummins, Bragg, Jacobson, Reiner, Wallace  
NAYS:        0 
ABSTAIN:    0 
 
President Jacobson announced that the Commissioners were out of Executive Session and back in the 
Regular Board Meeting.   

 

POSSIBLE ACTION TO BE TAKEN FROM CLOSED MEETING SESSION 
President Jacobson said that no final action was taken in the Executive Session closed meeting. 
   

ADJOURNMENT 
Vice President Bragg moved to adjourn the Regular Board Meeting at 8:51 pm, seconded by 
Commissioner Cummins and the motion passed with a voice vote. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
___________________________________  
Secretary 
 





 
 

Buffalo Grove Park District 
Committee Action Items 
November 28, 2022 

 

 
A. Finance (SC/HW))  

1. I move to approve the November Warrant 2022 in the amount of $1,509,965.33. 
2. I move to approve the October Financial Statement and the October Year to Date 

Statement. 
3. I move to approve the Renewal of Vista 2023 Health, Dental, Life and Vision 

Insurance plans as proposed in Director Short’s memo dated November 10, 2022. 
4. I move to approve Resolution 22-11-1 Designating Public Depository and Authorizing 

Withdrawal of Municipal Public Moneys for Wintrust Bank. 

5. I move to approve AN ORDINANCE 22-11-1 providing for the issue of not to exceed 
$1,293,000 General Obligation Limited Tax Park Bonds, Series 2022, of the 
District for the payment of land for parks, for the building, maintaining, improving 
and protecting of the same and the existing land  and facilities of the District and for 
the payment of the expenses incident thereto, providing for the levy of a direct 
annual tax to pay the principal and interest on said bonds, and authorizing the sale 
of said bonds to the purchaser thereof. 
 

B.  Consent Agenda  
 1.  I move to approve the Consent Agenda as proposed: 
 

A.  Quarter B Update of Executive Director Work Plan 
B.  Quarter B Update of Departmental Goals and Objectives 
C.  Strategic Plan/Agency Goals Update 

 



 
 

 

TO:  PARK BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FROM:  RYAN RISINGER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
DATE:  NOVEMBER 21, 2022 
RE:  DIRECTOR’S OPERATIONS REPORT 
 
 
Capital Projects 
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP):  Staff have worked with Mike M. on their capital requests for the 
2022/23 fiscal year.  They have met multiple times to review requests.  Admin staff are scheduled to 
meet in December to start the process for finalizing the FY 2022/23 Capital Budget proposal for the 
Board.  Admin will also update our three year CIP at that time. 

Current projects in progress continue to be RTU installation at the CAC which should be completed this 
month, paving at Drazner Park, and path work near Willow Stream Pool. 

Rylko Park Master Plan 
Mike M. and Tim Howe presented the same presentation the Board saw in early November to the 
Village Planning and Zoning Commission last week.  The presentation went well and there were no 
major concerns that came from the commission.  The main purpose of this presentation was to get a 
variance on the height of a building that is in the project.  This will now go to the Village Board in 
December for approval of the variance.  
 
Ryan heard from DCEO and we have started putting together all the requirements they are asking in 
order to be assigned a Grant Manager.  This is very exciting news! 
 
Village of Buffalo Grove 
BG Days:  Ryan and Dane discussed timing of upcoming IGAs and MOUs that relate to Rylko Park 
and BG Days.  Currently Mike Skibbe from the Village and Erika are closely working on these 
documents.  They will be reviewed by corporate counsel from both agencies and brought to their 
respective Boards for approval when ready. 
   
Miscellaneous  
Friends of the Parks: The FOP is currently planning their event, The Concert, which is scheduled for 
January 21.  Brian O’Malley is working closely with them on this project.  Ryan is also working on a 
suggested Fund Balance policy for the FOP which will address their unrestricted fund balance and 
narrow down their focus on support of the Park District. 
 
Rotary Club:  Ryan volunteered again at the Food Basket packing and pickup.  This is an event that 
Rotary does every year.  This year we packed over 150 boxes for needy families in the area.  Ryan 
also volunteered to assist along with his family at the Bowling with Buddies event at Bowlero. 
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IPRA/IAPD Distinguished Agency Committee:  Our committee met on November 21, where we 
approved the agencies that went through reviews this fall.  Our next meeting will be at the annual 
conference in January.  Ryan will step down as co-chair at that time, as new co-chairs take over at this 
meeting every year. 
 
Ryan has committed to stay with the Distinguished Agency Committee until his retirement in May. 
 
OSLAD Grant:  We are still awaiting news from IDNR on the new application we submitted for 
Parkchester Park.   
 
The OSLAD contract for Prairie Grove was executed on our end and sent back to IDNR.  We received 
the fully executed agreement back from IDNR, so we are officially “on the clock” for the Prairie Grove 
OSLAD project.  We are planning to go out to bid this winter for a spring 2023 start on that project.   
 
NWSRA / SLSF:  NWSRA approved their new budget at our last Board meeting.  We have another 
Board meeting in December.  It seems as though the Board retreat we did last month has had some 
good impact on communications among the Board and staff.  Ryan is hopeful this continues. 
 
Ryan will be working with Tim and Erika on figuring out ADA reimbursement from our capital projects 
completed this past fiscal year.  This is typically done after we start our capital planning for the next 
fiscal year.  The goal will be to have our reimbursement submitted to NWSRA in February. 
 
 
Meetings and Events Attended: 
Regular Admin Meetings (weekly) 
Rotary Meetings (weekly) 
Board Meetings 
Rotary Bowlero Event 
Pooch Parade Special Event 
CAC Craft Fair 
Wheeling H.S. class with Tim Howe 
Rotary Golf Committee Wrap-up Meeting 
Calls with Carol Sente 
SLSF Celebrate Ability Gala 
Mid-Year Evaluations with staff 
Village Board Meeting to recognize Police Chiefs 
FOP Board Meeting 
Full Staff Meeting 
Veterans Day Event 
NWSRA Board Meeting 
Staff Pot Luck Luncheon 
Rotary Food Basket Event 
Distinguished Agency Committee Meeting and Joint Review Board Meeting 
 
 



 
 

 

 

TO:   PARK BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
  RYAN RISINGER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
FROM:  JOHN SHORT, DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS SERVICES & HUMAN RESOURCES  
RE:  NOVEMBER OPERATIONS REPORT 
DATE:  NOVEMBER 18, 2022 
  
 
 
Insurance Renewals for 2023:  As reported at the Board Workshop, we have received the insurance 
renewal proposals for 2023 from our broker, Vista National.  The staff was happy to hear about the 
much smaller increase for our health insurance.  Since we are changing carriers for dental, life and 
vision insurances, the payroll deduction paperwork is due from our staff by November 28. 
 
Change to a New Purchasing Card:  Janet and John are working with Fifth Third Bank to change our 
purchasing cards.  Fifth Third offers a larger rebate for the use of their cards – it is nearly twice as 
much as our current purchasing card.  We plan to make it available to all staff in the next couple of 
months. 
 
Budget Preparation:  John is assisting staff with adding, deleting or changing general ledger accounts 
in Incode 10.  We are on target to get the budget for FY 2023-24 completed for Board review in 
March. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
TO:  PARK BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   
  RYAN RISINGER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
FROM:  ERIKA STROJINC, DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
RE:  OPERATIONS REPORT 
DATE:  NOVEMBER 18, 2022 
 
RECREATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
BG Days:  Erika had two BG Days 2023 meetings; one with Mike Skibbe (Village) and one with 
Mike Skibbe and Chamber representatives that included Brad Schencker (current President), Gayle 
Young (Marketing Director), and Roy Mason (incoming President).  Overall, the Chamber meeting 
went well and they would like to see a multiple year agreement.  They also discussed table options 
and their desire to establish limits based on “types” of individuals (for example, elected officials, no-
profits, businesses, and crafters).  The meeting with just Erika and Mike Skibbe was to discuss the IGA 
(2019) and MOU (2022) for BG Days.  They both agreed to limit the 2023 agreement to just a one-
year IGA and incorporate components of the MOU into it.  That way, the one agreement can be 
adjusted and updated each year until the Rylko construction concludes.  Additionally, they discussed 
the final totals for the 2022 event and the highlights memo that they plan to submit to each respective 
Board in December.  
 
Rec Department Updates:  The Recreation Department has had some changes over the last month.  
They brought on Mike Pfeiffer (from the Parks Department), who has taken over adult softball, youth 
(house) basketball, youth contractual programs, camp connections, and element of the new Nature 
Classroom.  Additionally, with Jimmy Mix moving to the Golf Dome, TJ Wilkes took on some of his 
contractual programs.  Next up will be the interviewing and hiring of the new Superintendent.  There 
are five interested candidates for that position, and interviews will be conducted the week of 
November 28.  Due to those being internal candidates, Erika knows that there will be another shuffle 
resulting in an open position once that concludes.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 

 

RECREATION FACILITIES 
 
Community Arts Center 
Rentals:   
 

Month Net Revenue 
September 2022 $13,364.65 
2022-23 Fiscal Year Total $72,908.49 

 
Fitness Center 
Administration:  The Fitness Center will hold a staff meeting on December 4 to refresh front desk staff 
and fitness attendants on preparing for the anticipated winter rush.  This will include customer service 
training, rule enforcement, and emergency action plan training from Risk Management.   
 
With Kids Club officially closed, Liz has been moving all of the toys and larger equipment to clear the 
room.  Kids Club will serve as the temporary reformer studio while the permanent studio is being 
renovated.  
 
Fitness Floor:  Debra Saper, the Fitness Floor Manager, will hold the annual Mixed up Turkey Tri on 
Sunday, November 20.  It will consist of a 20 minute run, a 10 minute swim in the lap pool, and a 
30 minute bike ride.  She is also introducing the Teen Run and Ride, which consists of only the run and 
bike ride.   
 
Due to high member demand, the Fitness Center is considering adding a third pickleball court in the 
gymnasium.  They will be measuring it out and consulting with Chuck (the District’s resident player!) on 
the addition.   
 
Group Ex:  For October, the Fitness Center offered 68 classes: 50 live, 12 virtual, and six hybrid 
classes.  Member participation in virtual classes has increased.  Live class participation slightly 
increased during October as well.  Overall, class numbers increased despite significant instructor 
turnover. 
 
Member and Customer Services:  The Friday to Black Friday promotion on personal training is open, 
which always brings a crowd to the front desk.   
 
Member Services continues to be busy with new enrollments.  Carol has started training two new 
employees to help with the upcoming promotion.  
 
Member Appreciation week in October was a great success.  Members enjoyed having coffee and 
snacks every day.  Every class had raffle prizes, and there were a few special classes just for that 
week.  Lisa Devi did a Sound Healing meditation class for the members, which was very popular. 
 
Personal Training:  The Fitness Center hired a new trainer, Adrian Steinberg, who is available for early 
morning clients.  Adrian has worked at Mid-Town Athletic and Sky Fitness.  The Fitness Center now 
has 12 trainers on staff, which is perfect for the upcoming Friday to Black Friday Training Sale.   
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The Fitness Center also has a new reformer trainer starting, Michelle Bronstein.  Michelle is currently a 
group exercise instructor with the Fitness Center and will be the fifth reformer trainer on staff.   
 
During the Fitness Center’s Member Appreciation Week, there were demonstrations for the new 
stretching program, boxing classes, TRX, and reformer classes.  The members had a great time taking 
part in all of the demos, which will hopefully translate into more participation in those areas.   
 
Top Memberships & Passes at the Fitness Center: (Last two months) 
 

Membership Type October 2022 September 2022 

Adult  564 563 

Add-On 526 512 

Senior  628 622 

All Corporate 191 176 

Veterans/HMHB 63 63 

Annual Add-On  13 14 

Annual Senior  22 22 

Annual Adult  8 8 

Student Passes 220 239 

 
Total Memberships at the Fitness Center: (Last two months) 
 

 October 2022 September 2022 

Total Memberships  
(Includes Freezes) 

2,270 2,239 
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October 2022 Summation: 
● Active Members:  2,206 
● Membership Visits:  17,624 
● Personal Training Sessions:  291 
● Reformer Sessions:  104 
● Group Fitness Attendance:  3,659 
● Cancellations:  43 

○ Relocation:  9 
○ Financial:  2 
○ Different Club:  4 
○ Medical:  4 
○ Infrequent Use:  10 
○ Home Gym:  2 
○ Other:  12 

October 2021 Summation: 
● Active Members:  1,717 
● Membership Visits:  11,577 
● Personal Training Sessions:  247 
● Reformer Sessions:  67 
● Group Fitness Attendance:  2,888 
● Cancellations:  135 

○ Relocation:  7 
○ Medical:  2 
○ COVID/Mask Policy:  103 
○ Infrequent Use:  3 
○ Financial:  2 
○ Other:  18 

Golf Dome 
Administration:  Jimmy Mix recently took over the Golf Dome, which opened on Wednesday, 
November 9.  There are six new employees this season, and Jimmy has been training them and 
having them shadow returning staff to learn the day-to-day operations.   
 
Attendance/Sales:  The weather was not great for indoor golfing the first two days it was open, but 
Jimmy is happy to report that the Golf Dome has already sold 34 season passes which have brought 
in $23,800.  Additionally, 37 5-hour passes have been sold, which have brought in $3,515 in the 
first five days the Golf Dome has been open.  
 
Lessons:  Group lessons for Junior Levels 1 and 2 and Adult Levels 1 and 2 are starting the week of 
November 14.  Jimmy has 24 participants registered for Junior Level classes and 29 registered in the 
Adult lessons.   
 
Raupp Museum 
Adult Programs:  The museum staff offered programming for an adult group from the JCYS. 
 
Attendance:  The museum served 400 people in October. This is a bit lower than Debbie expected.  
She found out that School District 21 changed its Social Science curriculum this summer, so teachers 
are not booking the same field trips.  She is working to get a copy of the new curriculum so she can 
make sure that museum programs match teachers’ needs. 
 
Donations:  The Museum processed three donations in October.  These donations included over sixty 
scans of photographs of Buffalo Grove and people who lived here from 1898 - 2000, campaign pins 
from Adlai Stevenson’s campaign in the 1950s, and eight Buffalo Grove High School yearbooks from 
the 1980s - 2000s. 
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Educational Gardens & Nature Classroom:  The gardens closed with a great final week in October.  
Museum staff offered Adaptations programs for six classes from Tripp School, using the Nature 
Classroom, the Gardens, and Rylko Park as a living lab for the students to explore.   
 
Mike Pfeiffer meet with Debbie and Marina to strategize the future of the Nature Classroom.  They 
have come up with adult programing where Mike will teach Adult Tree Pruning and Adult Tree Planting 
classes that will be in the spring brochure.  There is potential for Mike to offer Nature Walks and 
Volunteer Planting days.       
 
Exhibits:  The Museum’s online exhibit/collections database site had 77 visitors who looked at 775 
pages in October.  The average visitor spent about 2.5 minutes on the site and looked at 10 pages 
during that time.  A new exhibit about the history of women’s suffrage in Illinois was added. 
 
 
Regional Event:  The Raupp Museum hosted the quarterly meeting for the Lake County Historical 
Alliance on October 19.  Representatives from 15 different local history museums attended.  Among 
the topics discussed was planning for the United States Semiquincentennial (250th anniversary) on July 
4, 2026.  History museums are already beginning to plan for a year-long series of events, exhibits 
and programs. 
 
Scout programs:  The museum staff offered special election-themed programs about the importance of 
citizenship and voting for 50 scouts and parents.   
 
Social Media/Electronic Media:  The Raupp Museum’s Facebook posts reached 2,801 people in 
October, and 98 people engaged with the posts by clicking on them, liking them, or commenting on 
them. 
 
Special Events:  The new Enchanted Night at the Museum Halloween event was very successful, 
attracting 101 participants in two sessions.  Brian O’Malley organized it with help from the museum, 
and everyone is in favor of continuing the event next year. 
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Revenue Add-ons 
Outdoor Concessions:  Outdoor concessions ended on October 29 with the conclusion of the soccer 
and flag football seasons.  Outdoor concessions will open in April 2023 when soccer and flag 
football games start up again. 
 
Dog Park:  As of November 16, dog park passes have generated $9,101 in revenue with 325 
annual passes, 6 semi-annual passes, and 2 daily passes sold.  Semi-Annual passes began being sold 
on November 1, 2022.  Total revenue for fiscal year 2021 - 2022 was $8,297 with 352 passes 
(Annual and Semi-Annual) being sold. 
 

Description 
Spring 
2019 

Spring 
2020 

Spring 
2021 

Spring 
2022 

Fall 2022 

Dog Park - Annual Pass  290 266 243 300 325 

Dog Park - Semi-Annual 
Pass  

53 52 54 52 6 

 
Rick Drazner Park 
Safety Town:  Due to an instructor illness, classes at Safety Town have been on hold. 
 
RECREATION PROGRAMMING 
 
Adult Programs 
Dog Obedience:  Dog Obedience classes began on November 1.  There are 5 people enrolled in 
the Beginning Dog class and 3 enrolled in the Intermediate Dog class.  Winter registration has begun 
for these classes as well. 
 
Drawing & Painting:  A new session for Drawing & Painting began on November 1.  Due to instructor 
absence, some classes from last session had been cancelled, however, thankfully Enid is back in 
action.  All but one of these classes are full.   
 
Fitness and Wellness:  Liz is currently offering Zumba classes in the winter.  Several participants 
reached out for Forever Fit and Hatha Yoga, asking for the classes to return.  It was decided that there 
was enough interest to try to run both classes again for winter. 
 
Senior Halloween Party:  The party took place on Wednesday, October 26.  There were 20 people 
in attendance.  During the party, there was a costume contest in which ten of the attendees 
participated.  The winners of the contest were a witch, a pirate and Wonder Woman! 
 
Senior Thanksgiving Party:  This party took place on Wednesday, November 16.  Turkey sandwiches 
from Bagel and Bialy were served.  There were 20 people in attendance. 
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Softball:  Adult softball came to an end on November 1.  The season was smooth for the most part 
except for some rain outs on Tuesday nights that caused the season to run late.  Mike Pfeiffer will be 
taking over the adult softball program starting in 2023.  TJ will be helping Mike out over the winter to 
learn about the league and make any changes so he is ready to go in May. 
 
Aquatics 
Staff Training:  There was staff training on Tuesday, November 8 at the Alcott Center and Sunday, 
November 20 at the Buffalo Grove High School.  The trainings covered first aid, professionalism, 
CPR, scenarios, and in-water rescue breathing. 
 
Swim Lessons:  All lessons will resume in January.  Jenn is working to accommodate the demand for 
lessons by adding more instructors as well as an additional day or two for learn-to-swim classes. 
 
Swim Teams:  The Hurricanes are 3-0 for the season after their third meet of the season against the 
Vernon Hills Turtles on November 12.  The score was 751 to 310, with a majority of swimmers 
showing a lot of improvement since the first meet.  The next Hurricanes and Cyclones swim meet is 
December 4 against Mount Prospect at the Buffalo Grove High School.  About 15 swimmers from the 
Hurricanes team have been participating in local USA Swimming meets, with a few of them taking first 
overall in their event. 
 
Clubhouse  
Administration:  Clubhouse processed their second billing cycle on October 31, and there were eight 
declines, which is a decrease by fifteen from September’s billing.  Amanda attended PDRMA’s HELP 1 
- Essentials of Human Resources Curriculum course on October 26 & 27.  Amanda is currently working 
on a new mid-year evaluation template to use for the Clubhouse staff.  Amanda will begin conducting 
“Stay Interviews” with an employee at each Clubhouse site to improve engagement and retention 
within the Clubhouse program.  
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Registration:  Clubhouse currently has 622 participants registered with 22 participants on the waitlist.  
Amanda is hoping to open the waitlist at Prairie (13 participants) this week, pending two new staff 
starting at Prairie.  Unfortunately, they are unable to open the Kilmer waitlist at this time, due to no 
space available on the bus from Kilmer to Longfellow.  Amanda spoke with District 21 administration, 
and they are looking to add additional routes, which would open up more space for Clubhouse 
participants.  
 
Schedules:  Clubhouse hosted a field trip on November 8 to Family Fun Center and had 135 
participants in attendance.  Clubhouse is hosting field trips on November 21 – November 23, with 
registration closing on November 14.  
 
Staff:  Amanda has hired seven new staff in the last four weeks and is happy to report that they are 
fully staffed!   
 
Dance 
Dance Academy:  Winter registration is open and they already have 18 new students for the early 
childhood and academy program.  At this time last year, they had only taken an additional 12 
students, so numbers are already better.   
 
Dance Company:  Fourteen company members attended Activate Your Artistry dance convention in 
Tinley Park on November 12 - 13.  Three dancers were awarded a full scholarship to return next 
season and one dancer received a partial scholarship.  These scholarships were handed out to 
dancers with excellent technique and confidence in their dancing during the classes. 
 
The company will be bringing 11 routines to perform at Hawthorn Mall on December 18 at 3 pm.  
 
The company was also invited to perform as part of Inaside Dance Chicago Youth Summit for the Arts 
at the end of January.  They will be bringing 5 routines to that event.  Fundraising money will be used 
to pay all entrance fees for the dancers so there is no cost for them to attend.      
 
Winter Dance Performance:  Tickets are now on sale for Peter Pan and there are already 362 seats 
sold, which is 27% of the total capacity.  The show is still 3 weeks out and ticket sales traditionally 
pick up the last week before the show. 
 
Early Childhood 
EC Programs:  Diana has been working on adding several more staff to run the lunch and 1 pm 
Enrichment classes for the winter session.  A handful of the classes went onto waiting lists by the 
second day of nonresident registration being open.  With the additional waitlist offers made, there are 
already 32 registrations (17%) more than they have currently for the fall session.  Additional 
registrations will continue to come in prior to their start mid-January.   
 
Preschool:  Diana Clayson continues to work with staff and parents on the various topics that come up.  
Parent meetings were held to increase partnership and understanding.  They were also able to 
coordinate the transfers for a few children from one class to another to assist families with their 
scheduling needs.  Colleen Torf has been supporting teachers with their classroom needs as well as 
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coordinating the purchase of items to enhance classroom activities and for the children to give their 
parents for the holidays. 
 
Preschool information, fees and schedules were all put into the spring brochure and RecTrac.  Forms 
and online registration ready to go for the February 6 opening for the 2023-24 school year. 
 
Musical Arts 
BG Singers:  The singers have begun tentative plans for next season, with performances scheduled for 
September 29 – October 1, 2023.  A BG Singers social engagement will be held at the CAC on 
Tuesday, December 13. 
 
Crescendo Show Choir:  The Crescendo Show Choir is now rehearsing two times per week in 
anticipation of their winter showcase at the Community Arts Center on Wednesday, December 14.  
The 19 person choir, under the direction of Kara Spector, is working to prepare their show consisting 
of a hybrid of the music of Lin Manuel Miranda and the award-winning composing team of Pasek & 
Paul.  Tickets 
 
Encore!:  The group is working with the Rolling Meadows Public Library to confirm a gig for the spring 
of 2023.  The team and performers are very excited about this, as this would be the first Encore! 
performance since December of 2019.    
 
Private Instruction:  The fall/winter session of private piano lessons began at the Community Arts 
Center on October 26 with instructor, Nanci Karlin.  A total of 22 students are currently signed up for 
lessons.  Lindsay and the instructor will hold a winter recital on January 23, 2023. 
 
Productions 
Children’s Fall Theater:  The fall 2022 Children’s Theater production of Once upon a Mattress opened 
on November 11 at the Community Arts Center.  At this point, a total of 1,044 tickets have been sold 
for the production.   
 
The cast and crew is excited to perform and look forward to exceeding ticket sales from the fall of 
2021.    
 
Winter Young Adult Musical:  Auditions for the winter 2023 Young Adult production of Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat are now being scheduled online.  At this point, a total of 41 actors 
are signed up for the auditions that will be held on December 5 and 6.  The production staff will be 
meeting to finalize plans for the scenic design on November 28, and will then host a pre-audition 
workshop on November 30.  The team is very excited to bring this beloved show to the stage at the 
CAC! 
 
Special Events 
Hoo Boy…the Holidays:  Lindsay Grandt is very excited to work with First Person Live to present “Hoo 
boy…the holidays!” a live storytelling event at the CAC on Thursday, December 15.  Hosted by 3-time 
Moth StorySLAM winner, Diane Kastiel, First Person Live features some of Chicago’s best storytellers 
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sharing true stories from their lives.  In this special performance, 8 tellers explore the holidays and all 
that come along with the season.  Tickets for the event will go on sale on November 18.     
 
Howl-O-Ween Pooch Parade:  The Howl-o-Ween Pooch Parade took place on Saturday, October 22 
at Willow Stream Park.  The event featured four costume contests: small dog, medium dog, large dog, 
and family costume.  A total of 40 dogs participated in the event.  After the costume contest, dogs 
participated in a doggy egg hunt, searching for eggs filled with dog treats. 
 

 
           
Trick or Treat Trail:  The Trick or Treat Trail took place on Friday, October 28 at the Community Arts 
Center.  The event had 250 kids registered.  Super Stolie performed an interactive Halloween show 
on stage in the theater, which drew a large crowd.  A character trail, games, crafts, and sponsors 
providing giveaways were all part of the event.  

     

Veterans Day:  The Veterans Day Celebration took place on Friday, November 11 at the Community 
Arts Center.  Lunch was served from 12 – 1:15 pm and was provided by Culver’s.  The Animal 
Assisted Therapy Program at Northwest Community visited during the lunch hour with therapy dogs. 
The ceremony starting at 1:30 pm.  VFW Post 981 presented the colors for the opening ceremony, 
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conducted a special armed flags ceremony, and retrieved the colors at the conclusion of the event. 
Music during the event was performed by the 484th Army Band’s Brass Quartet led Sergeant First 
Class Kyle Berens.  Attendees received a flag lapel pin as a giveaway during the event.  Additionally, 
a huge kudos to Debbie Fandrei and her speech on how history repeats itself.  Brian O’Malley 
received a lot of positive feedback from attendees who were happy to have such a meaningful event 
take place in their community. 

    

Youth Sports 
All Star Sports:  The fall II basketball classes have 77 participants and the fall II volleyball classes have 
72 participants.  Winter volleyball and basketball programs are filling fast with classes beginning in 
January.  Mike Pfeiffer has taken over All Star Sports with the transition of Jimmy Mix to the Golf Dome. 
 
Basketball:  Mike P. held player evaluations on Saturday, November 12.  He had a great turnout.  He 
has 354 players signed up throughout all levels of House League Basketball, which is up from 271 
last year.  He is preparing rosters for the December 13 coaches meeting. 
 
Hot Shots:  The second fall session of Hot Shot Sports classes began on Thursday, October 27.  
Seven classes are running with 87 participants enrolled. 
 
Flag Football:  Flag football ended on October 29.  The weather worked out great for the season 
without any games postponed due to weather.  TJ Wilkes held his end of season meeting with 
coaches on November 9.  Coaches said they enjoyed the season overall.  The main item discussed 
was the referees for the year and TJ explained that he is working on a new referee service for 2023.    
 
Karate:  Fall classes are running smoothly and are about halfway through the session with classes 
ending in the middle of December.  Winter classes will begin after the New Year.   
 
Program Updates:  TJ has taken over the Youth & Family Programs and most of the Youth Sports 
programs previously offered by Jimmy Mix.  These programs include Chess, Magic, Young 
Rembrandts, Twin Rinks, Tennis, and Minecraft.  TJ has been working with Jimmy during the change-
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over and TJ has already reached out to all contractors to introduce himself and has spoken to multiple 
contractors about classes and rosters. 
 
Soccer:  The youth soccer program held its final game of the season on Saturday, October 29.  The 
soccer program had a 49% increase in participants compared to the previous season. See below for 
a breakdown in enrollment numbers. 
 
Player Breakdown: 

Grade Fall 2021 Fall 2022 Increase 
K/1 88 149 +61 
2/3 83 106 +23 
4/5/6 51 75 +24 
Total 222 330 +108 

 
Team Breakdown: 

Grade Fall 2021 Fall 2022 Increase 
K/1 8 14 +6 
2/3 8 10 +2 
4/5/6 4 6 +2 
Total 20 30 +10 

 
RECREATION PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT & CONTINUED EDUCATION 
 
Illinois Parks & Recreation Association (IPRA) 
Diana Clayson:  Diana attended the IPRA Rec Section meeting and led the Early Childhood 
Committee meeting.  She is coming up on the end her second year as the Co-Chair of the committee. 
 
Erika Strojinc:  Erika continues to represent the IPRA section membership both as Chair of Membership 
Council and on the Board of Directors.  There has been some major discussions about changing the 
format of the section boards, and Erika is leading that discussion with IPRA Staff and Membership 
Council.  It is a very lofty endeavor with some fear of change, however, Erika is confident the group 
will get through the process and this time next year everyone will know where the sections are headed.   
 
Erika is also participating as a judge on this year’s iLEARN program.  New this year, the program was 
geared toward university students who were given a problem to tackle by a participating agency.  
Those students will then present their research and final recommendations to the panel.  The winner 
(there are two schools competing) will then present their findings in a session at the IPRA/IAPD Soaring 
to New Height Conference in January. 
 
Jenn Foreman:  Jenn will continue to serve IPRA as Facility Management (FM) Section Board Secretary 
and co-chair for Aquatics Committee through 2023. 
 
 
 



13 

 

Association of Aquatic Professionals (AOAP) 
Jenn Foreman:  Jenn attended a webinar through the Association of Aquatic Professionals (AOAP) on 
November 16 titled Creating Safe LGTBQ+ Aquatic Spaces.  Jenn is also attending various webinars 
through AOAP to earn her AqP distinction.  Featured in the Aquatics International 
November/December edition, which highlights the 2022 Best of the Best in Aquatics, the Buffalo 
Grove Park District will be named the Best in Lifeguard Training.  Jenn is extremely proud of her staff 
who benefit from our training to ensure the safety of the pool environment.   
 
Social Committee  
Amanda Busch:  The Social Committee hosted a Halloween door decorating contest during October, 
and the winning door was a Mario themed door created by Ryan and Erika.  The Social Committee 
also hosted the staff Thanksgiving Pot Luck Luncheon on November 14, 2022 and is working on the 
winter staff outing, which is tentatively scheduled for January 7, 2023.   
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
TO:  BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 

RYAN RISINGER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
FROM:  TIM HOWE, DIRECTOR OF PARKS AND PLANNING 
SUBJECT: OPERATIONAL REPORT 
DATE:  NOVEMBER 17, 2022 
 
 
General Parks Department 
 
Karsten Ziemann started working on Monday, November 21st.  He comes from the Addison Park 
District and he brings a wealth of knowledge in land management.  His new title will be Natural 
Areas Technician.  
 
We have an open position as a Parks Specialist to replace Mike Pfeiffer who went over to the rec 
side.  
 
Staff met with American Ramp Company about future renovations to the skate park, as well as creating 
a bike track in the same location.  Great information was exchanged and we will be having a follow-
up meeting in January.  
 
We are waiting to hear back on our OSLAD grant application for the redevelopment of Parkchester 
Park.   
 
We are participating in the Mission, Vision, and Governance focus group for the Museum STEPS 
program that Marina is spearheading.  
 
Follow-up capital project meetings for the 2023/24 budget have been completed.  We are creating 
capital request forms, opinions of probable cost, and schedules for proposed 2023/24 projects, 
which will be recommended to admin in our December meeting. 
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We are waiting to hear back on our DCEO Festival grant application for the proposed large event 
shelter for the Rylko Park Amphitheater and Spray ‘N Play renovation project. 
 
 
Capital Improvements 
 
Alcott Center: 
The west sidewalk project is currently out to bid with the Phase II Educational Garden/Rylko Inline Rink 
project.  The light pole project along the front of the building will require some more research through 
the winter and may become a spring project. 
 
Community Arts Center: 
The backlit “I Heart the Arts” signage and vinyl lettering have been installed.  The donor wall heart 
plaques are ready for installation and we are waiting for the QR plaque to be remade.  Phase II of the 
roof top unit replacement project started this week.  This phase will take approximately two to three 
weeks to complete and programs will be able to continue during construction.   
 
Fitness Center: 
The hot water pump replacement project will take place at the end of November.  New flooring, 
mirrors, lighting, and equipment have been ordered for the Reformer Studio.  The renovation work will 
begin in January.  A new chiller pump and gauges have been ordered and glycol has been replaced 
which were a result of an unforeseen pipe failure.  The costs associated with the glycol replacement 
are going to be covered by PDRMA.      
 
Golf Dome: 
Farley Group has shipped materials for the cable anchor repairs and is coordinating the project with 
another local install for later this month.   
 
Nature Classroom/Educational Gardens: 
Phase II of the Educational Garden was combined with the Rylko Inline Rink bid package and the bid 
opening was November 17.  Bid results have been included for reference and will be recommended 
for approval at the December board meeting.  Construction for the project would begin in the spring 
of 2023.  We were selected for a 60-minute session at IPRA, titled “Creating and Programming the 
Rylko Park Educational Gardens” which will be Friday, January 27, at 8:30am, Workshop ID 610.  
We are currently working with Upland Design, Debbie Fandrei, and Marina Mayne on the 
presentation format. 
 
Parks: 
Construction for the 2022 Park Improvements project at Rick Drazner Park and Willow Stream Pool 
has been completed and the contractor is addressing some punch list items.  The color coat system for 
the new pickleball courts will be applied in the spring, when temperatures are more stable.  Design for 
the Rylko Park Amphitheater and Spray ‘N Play renovation project continues to move forward and we 
presented the plan to the Village Planning and Zoning committee with the intent of getting final Village 
approval at their December 5 meeting.  We received executed paperwork for the Prairie Grove 
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OSLAD grant and we will be starting the Design Development process in December.  Construction for 
the project would begin in the summer of 2023.   
 
 
Athletics 
Baseball & Softball:   Fall sports have concluded for the season.  Staff are cleaning up equipment and 
storing them at Drazner Park.  
 
Grounds   
Playgrounds:  Dan Anderson and Nick Cozzi replaced a large slide at Longfellow School.  This has 
been delayed for months due to supply chain issues.   
  
Turf:  Rosendo Soto and Tom Hoffman have been cleaning the drainage culvert at Green Lake.  This is 
done bi-annually to help with stormwater management.  
 
Facilities 
Aquatics Facilities:  Met with FH Paschen about the leak in the pool liner in the deep end of the pool.  
They reached out to RenoSys who initially installed the liner and will be coming out and doing the 
repairs.  
 
CAC:  Staff spent some time before Veteran’s Day sprucing up the facility.  Repairing cracks in the 
drywall and painting some scuffed walls were the main priorities.  
 
Golf Dome:  Facilities staff has been spending time at the Dome to get it up and running for the 
season.  Staff also met with Sundek on the blisters that have popped up on the epoxy floor.  
 
Alcott:  Thank you to all of the facilities staff who has worked on the light issues at Alcott.  Jerry has 
been diligent in gathering information on the product while Clint, Andy, and Kyle have done the 
necessary repairs to get the lights working.  
 
Misc. Facilities:  Woodland Park shelter received a new roof.  The shelter also received some fresh 
new ADA concrete repairs.   
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorandum 
 

Memo To: Ryan Risinger, Executive Director 
  Board of Commissioners 
From:  Mike Terson, Superintendent of Communications and Marketing 
Subject: Operational Report 
Date:  November 21, 2022 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Brochure: The content proof of the spring program guide was released to staff on October 30.  It is currently 
with the designer, and we are working on final layout and graphics.  The final proof will be released to staff 
by December 12. 
 
Fitness Center:  Jennifer continues to manage the weekly Constant Contact email blasts.  Email marketing 
included:  November 18 - Fitness Center hours, including holiday hours for Thanksgiving Day, Friday To Black 
Friday Sale begins November 18, Mixed Up Turkey Triathlon event on November 20, Thanksgiving Day 
holiday group exercise schedule, Black Friday group exercise schedule, November group exercise schedule, 
link to the online reservation system, link to lap pool reservations, November aquatics class schedule, student 
memberships on sale, Fitness Center app, winter Fitness Center brochure available online, and Athletico ad.  
November 4 - Fitness Center hours, including holiday hours for Thanksgiving Day, Friday To Black Friday Sale 
begins November 18, Mixed Up Turkey Triathlon is back, Teen Run ‘N Ride Turkey Day Duathlon, new 
personal training stretch sessions, November group exercise schedule, link to the online reservation system, link 
to lap pool reservations, November aquatics class schedule, Fitness Center app, winter Fitness Center 
brochure available online, and Athletico ad.  October 25 - New November group exercise class schedule, 
link to online reservation system, and the winter Fitness Center program guide is now available online.  
October 21 - Fitness Center hours,  We’ll miss you Suzanne Dicker, Mixed Up Turkey Triathlon Is Back, Teen 
Run ‘N Ride Turkey Day Duathlon, new personal training stretch sessions, October group exercise schedule, 
link to the online reservation system, link to lap pool reservations, October aquatics class schedule, Fitness 
Center app, and Athletico ad.   
 
Jennifer completed the winter Fitness Center brochure, and uploaded it the Fitness Center website, and 
promoted it on social media. 
 
Jennifer uploaded graphics for Friday To Black Friday promotion on social media, website, TV screens and 
email blasts. 
 
Jennifer received the graphic files from the contract designer for the winter promotion, “3 Months for $99,” that 
will run December 1through February 28.  Jennifer sent the files to J Miller Marketing; and, the promotion will 
launch November 28. 
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Jennifer updated the group exercise and aquatics schedules for November, and uploaded them to the website 
and the TV screen outside the Group Ex Studio. 
 
Jennifer created fliers, posters, social media posts and TV screens for several programs, including Reformer 
Drop-In Classes, TRX Small Group Core Training, Adult Boxing Basics, Youth Fitness, Youth Boxing Basics, 
Teen Boxing, Swim For Fitness, Warm Water Arthritis, and Choose To Lose. 
 
Jennifer wrote the first draft of the script for the Fitness Center tour video, and is reviewing it with Nic and Joe. 
 
Pictures: Mike took pictures of the Enchanted Night at the Museum. Howl-O-Ween Pooch Parade, and the 
Craft Fair.  Jennifer and Wendy took pictures at the Trick Or Treat Trail and Veterans Day Celebration. 
 
Design: Mike designed an updated counter sign for the Golf Dome, new gift certificates for the Golf Dome, 
and a Community Arts Center entrance poster for Once Upon A Mattress.  Wendy redesigned the corporate 
sponsorship brochure that is now online.   
 
Community Calendars: Wendy posted Once Upon A Mattress, and the Holiday Shop for Kids to the Village, 
Daily Herald and Patch events calendars. 
 
Email Newsletter:  Jennifer completed the layout and content for the following Park Post email newsletters:  
November 10 - The Golf Dome is open through April 8, Walk the Dome is open, Veterans Day Celebration, 
Once Upon A Mattress: Youth Edition, Mixed Up Turkey Triathlon, and the  New Teen Run ‘N Ride Turkey 
Day Duathlon at the Fitness Center.  There are currently 4,430 subscribers to the newsletter (-55 from previous 
month). 
 
TV Screens: Wendy created graphics for the TV screens for the Golf Dome opening, Walk the Dome, Peter 
Pan tickets, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat auditions, 2023 Camp Guide online, The Four C 
Notes, Just for Kids Holiday Shop, and Santa’s Mailbox. 
 
Display Case: Wendy created new displays for the Alcott Center lobby that promoted Veterans Day, Golf 
Dome opening, IAPD Best of the Best Award, Clay Creations, Fitness Center Duathlon, Mixed Up Turkey 
Triathlon, and Holiday Shop for Kids. 
 
Projects: Mike started working with Lindsay on the creation of a BG Singers logo.  Mike also entered materials 
in the IPRA Agency Showcase Competition, completed the camp guide, ordered new business cards for staff 
that had job changes, and new Golf Dome visit cards.  Mike also voiced the greeting at the Golf Dome, 
ordered new pens, and replaced the branding on the lectern at the Community Arts Center.  Jennifer helped 
decorate for the Trick Or Treat Trail. 
 
New Resident Welcome Packets: Wendy mailed 46 welcome packets to new residents that moved into 
Buffalo Grove in October. 
 
Sponsorship: Wendy signed a renewal sponsorship agreement with The Wellshire ($2,500), and a new 
sponsorship agreement with Oak Street Health ($6,000).  Wendy collected her first sponsorship ($500) for 
2023 Buffalo Grove Days.  
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Meetings: Wendy attended the Social Committee meeting on October 25.  Mike attended the PDRMA Risk 
Management Institute on November 18. 
 

Videos: Nic produced videos for Once Upon A Mattress, the opening of the Golf Dome, the Nature 
Classroom and Educational Gardens at Mike Rylko Community Park, and Veterans Day.  Nic is also 
working with Jennifer on making a variety of videos for the Fitness Center. 
 
Website: Mike created new home page sliders for the employee spotlight, winter registration, the summer 
camp brochure, and 2 sponsor ads.  Internal pages that were updated include Board of Commissioners, 
Board Packets, Camp, Construction Projects, Dance, Employee Spotlight, Fitness Center, Fitness Center 
Membership, Golf Dome, Happy Tails Dog Park, Kida to Parks Day, Kite Fly, National Night Out, Performing 
Arts, Pride Picnic, Profile, Raupp Museum, Seasonal Catalog, Sponsorship, Staff, Super Hero and Princess 
Party, Transparency, and Youth and Teen Programs. 
 
Here are some website statistics for the month of October: 
       October 2022   October 2021 
Total visits:      21,850   18,425 
 Total Page Views    43,731   39,278 

Different Users     15,229   11,697 
 New Visits     13,804   10,529 
 Returning Visits     8,046    7,896  
 Mobile/Phone     13,651   10,980 
 Desktop     7,670    7,075  

Tablet      529    370 
Pages per Visit:      2.0    2.13  
Duration of Average Visit:    1:33    1:39 
How did people get to our site? 

Search Engine     8,654    7,280   
Direct (typed in address)   4,322    4,204 
Link from other website    1,404    490 
Social Media     878 (+356 from last month) 89 
Email      155 
 

Top 10 Most Visited Internal Pages 
1. Fitness Center Home Page   3,742 
2. Trick-or-Treat Trail    2,286 
3. Performing Arts     2,034 
4. Seasonal Catalog    1,722 
5. Registration     1,669 
6. Fitness Center Group Exercise Reservations 1,263 
7. Job Opportunities    1,250 
8. Fitness Center Pool Reservations   1,149 
9. Golf Dome     1,025 
10. Fitness Center Group Exercise   1,024 



 
 
 
TO:  PARK BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   
  RYAN RISINGER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
FROM:  DANI HOEFLE, RISK MANAGER 
SUBJECT: NOVEMBER OPERATIONS REPORT 
DATE:  NOVEMBER 21, 2022 

 
Technology: 
Over the last few years, Dani has worked hard to find ways to manage risk more efficiently 
through technology.  Certificates of insurance now have an auto-reminder for staff before 
expiration dates occur, full-time employees can track their training and certifications through a 
website, and certain trainings have moved digital.  But Dani’s biggest mission has been to try 
to find a mass communication tool for emergencies.  After years of finding very expensive 
options, Dani has found a new app called bAlert that seems to fit the bill for everything: it has 
a lower price point, is user-friendly, can expand to part-time staff and event guests, and more.  
Dani, Greg, the ALICE Trainers, and a few other staff will be testing out the app in the 
upcoming weeks for future adoption. 
 
Dani has also been looking into another company called Perry Weather.  Perry Weather 
offers lightning detection alerts through local airport weather stations or their own hardware.  
They also offer sirens for communication to the public.  Dani is exploring options for both the 
hardware installation as well as the app for text alerts for outdoor programs and events. 
 
Ergonomics: 
Dani worked with a sales representative to order new desk chairs for certain staff to ensure a 
comfortable and supportive work environment.  Dani budgets for about five staff a year to get 
either a new chair or a standing desk. 
 
Continuing Education: 
Dani attended IAPD’s Legal Symposium at the beginning of the month.  It was a great event 
with a lot of informative topics.  Each year, Dani specifically appreciates Jason Anselment’s 
report on new laws that affect parks and recreation for the upcoming year.  Derke Price’s 
presentation on government speech and special events was equally as powerful, especially 
with the potential expansion of Rylko Park and the increase in outdoor public events.  
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IPRA: 
Dani has been very busy with IPRA this past month.  Dani is on the Board of Regents for the 
ProConnect program which will kickoff in February 2023 for another round of mentoring.  The 
program partners three parks and recreation professionals across different levels of experience 
together to learn from and network with each other.  The Board has been meeting monthly to 
finalize the events for the upcoming season.  Dani is in charge of creating two social events 
for the program, one of which will be held at the Community Arts Center. 
 
Dani has also been working very hard on planning an event through the Administration & 
Finance section of IPRA.  The Safety Committee Workshop will take place on December 6 in 
Carol Stream and features a keynote speaker, two breakout sessions, a safety vendor exhibit 
hall, and a panel of speakers.  Dani is also one of the speakers for the event, presenting, 
“Change Your Safety Committee’s Flavor from Rocky Road or Vanilla to Peaches ‘N Cream.”  
This is the first event of its kind and Dani is proud to report that registration has sold out! 
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