Buffalo Grove Park District
PARK TOUR/BOARD WORKSHOP/REGULAR BOARD MEETING
Monday, September 12, 2022
Alcott Center – Room 24
PARK TOUR AGENDA
4 PM
I.

Call to Order
A. Roll Call

II.

Park Tour
A. Parkchester Park
B. Willow Stream North
C. Cambridge Park
D. Frenchmen’s Cove Park
E. Windsor Ridge Park

III.

Adjournment

BOARD WORKSHOP AGENDA
6 PM
I.

Call to Order
A. Roll Call

II.
III.

Introduction of Guests
Approval of September 12, 2022 Workshop Agenda

IV.

Presentation of Staff Recognition Resolution (TB/SC)
A. Presentation of Resolution 22-9-2 Commending Greg Ney on 25 Years of
Service

V.

Finance (SC/HW)
A. September Warrant 2022
B. August Financial Statement
C. August Year to Date Statement

D. September Refunds
E. Resolution 22-9-1 Utilization of Developer Donation Funds
F. Board Travel and Conference Expense
VI.

VII.
VIII.
IX.
X.

Parks
A. Resolution 22-9-3 OSLAD Grant Program Authorization – Parkchester Park
President and Commissioners’ Reports
Old Business
New Business
Adjournment

REGULAR BOARD MEETING AGENDA
(To Immediately Follow Board Workshop)

I.

II.
III.
IV.
V.

Call to Order
A. Roll Call
Pledge of Allegiance
Approval of Regular Board Meeting Agenda
Introduction of Guests
Approval of Minutes
A. Approval of the August 8, 2022 Workshop Minutes
B. Approval of the August 22, 2022 Workshop Minutes
C. Approval of the August 22, 2022 Regular Board Meeting Minutes

VI.

Topics from the Floor
A. Discussion on topics from the audience will be limited to 10 minutes. Presentations
before the Park Board should be scheduled through the Executive Director’s office
no later than 5 pm the Wednesday prior to the Park Board meeting.

VII.

Correspondence
A. Written
B. Verbal

VIII.

Attorney’s Report

IX.

Committee Action Items
A. Finance (SC)
1. Approval of the September Warrant 2022
2. Approval of the August Financial Statement and the August Year to Date Statement
3. Approval of Resolution 22-9-1 Utilization of Developer Donation Funds
4. Approval of Resolution 22-9-3 OSLAD Program Authorization – Parkchester Park
5. Approval of the Board Travel and Conference Expense
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B. Personnel
A. Approval of Resolution 22-9-2 Commending Greg Ney on 25 Years of
Service
X.

XI.
XII.

Executive Director’s Report and Department Operational Reports
A. Administrative Staff Meetings Report
Old Business
New Business

XIII.

Executive Session for the Purpose of:
A. Imminent Litigation
B. Personnel
C. Land Acquisition

XIV.
XV.

Action to be taken from Closed Meeting Session
Adjournment

“Enriching life and community through premier parks, programs and facilities.”
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RESOLUTION 22-9-2
COMMENDING GREG NEY ON 25 YEARS OF SERVICE
TO THE BUFFALO GROVE PARK DISTRICT
WHEREAS, Greg Ney was first employed by the Buffalo Grove Park District in 1991 as a part-time
employee working in maintenance and athletics and because of his efforts, was hired as a full-time
Athletics Supervisor on August 18, 1997; Greg was then promoted to Superintendent of Recreation on
August 30, 2010; and
WHEREAS, Greg’s focus and ability to keep the District organized led to more administrative
responsibilities including keeping statistical records of Recreation programming, maintaining
professional association registrations including both state and national conferences, preserving positive
working relationships with the District’s affiliate programs (Bills and BGRA), updating the Goals and
Objectives workbook, including Strategic Planning initiatives, and ensuring that the District’s Ordinance
book is up-to-date; and
WHEREAS, Greg’s overseeing of the District’s IT Department has led to further initiatives including an
overhaul and upgrade to RecTrac 3.1, MainTrac, Outlook 16, and Incode 10 (the District’s financial
management system), increasing cyber security measures including the implementation of HelloSign
and Adobe, staff education campaign with KnowBe4, and MyGlue password management
application, as well as setting up secure payment systems (Converge App and Poynt) for special events
and programs; and
WHEREAS, Greg’s dedication to staff management has ensured all staff are supported whether
through mentoring, IT, or providing organizational tools needed to work independently and develop
themselves professionally to help make the Buffalo Grove Park District the best in the state; and
WHEREAS, the success of the Park District is dependent upon employees like Greg who have taken
pride in the Buffalo Grove Park District and its accomplishments.
NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Buffalo Grove Park
District, Cook and Lake Counties:
1) That Greg Ney is commended by the Board of Commissioners
for his distinguished career at the Buffalo Grove Park District.
2) That this resolution be presented to Greg with best wishes for his future.
DATED AT BUFFALO GROVE, ILLINOIS this 12th Day of September 2022.

_______________________________
Scott Jacobson, President
Board of Commissioners
Buffalo Grove Park District

BUFFALO GROVE PARK DISTRICT
RESOLUTION 22-9-1
UTILIZATION OF DEVELOPER DONATION FUNDS
WHEREAS, Developer Donation Funds may be expended for the improvement of park sites in accordance
with the Village of Buffalo Grove Park and School, Donation Ordinance 81-47, dated August 17, 1981; and
WHEREAS, the expenditure of such funds is uniquely attributable to the influx of population from the various
subdivisions lying within Buffalo Grove Park District, causing a need for additional and improved park sites; and
WHEREAS, the Village of Buffalo Grove has funds in its escrow account as of December 31, 2021 in the amount
of $121,630.03 from contributions from various developers in accordance with the provisions in the Park and
School Donation Ordinance; and
WHEREAS, the Buffalo Grove Park District believes that the expenditure of these funds for the purpose of acquisition
and improvement of park sites is the most appropriate usage of these funds at this time.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Park Commissioners of the Buffalo Grove Park District
as follows:
SECTION 1: Buffalo Grove Park District declares that the Developer Donation Funds
should be used for acquisition and improvement of park sites in the Park District, this
being necessitated by the influx of population into the Park District.
SECTION 2: That in consideration of the release of $121,630.30 held in said fund
to the Park District, the Park District agrees to hold harmless and indemnify the Village
of Buffalo Grove from any and all causes of actions or other liability that may arise on
account of said distribution or expenditure of said funds.
SECTION 3: The Park Secretary is hereby directed to render a certified copy of this
Resolution to the Village of Buffalo Grove forthwith.
AYES: _______________________________________________________________________
NAYS: ______________________________________________________________________
ABSENT: ____________________________________________________________________
PASSED AND APPROVED this 12th Day of September, 2022.
ATTEST:

_________________________
Ryan Risinger, Secretary
Buffalo Grove Park District
Board of Commissioners

_________________________
Scott Jacobson, President
Buffalo Grove Park District
Board of Commissioners

Board Travel Conference Expenses 9-12-22 Meeting

Date

Item

Name

9/12/22

NRPA Conference Per Diem
Phoenix, AZ

S. Jacobson

Total cost of travel, meals, and/or lodging:

Amount

$311.00

$311.00

Buffalo Grove Park District Board of Commissioners
WORKSHOP MINUTES
August 8, 2022
Alcott Center – Room 24
6 pm
Commissioners Present: Scott Jacobson, Larry Reiner and Hetal Wallace
Commissioners Absent: Tracy Bragg and Steve Cummins
Staff Present: Executive Director Ryan Risinger, Director of Recreation and Facilities Erika Strojinc,
Director of Business Services and Human Resources John Short, Director of Parks and Planning Tim
Howe, Superintendent of Communications and Marketing Mike Terson and Executive Assistant Beth
Wanland
CALL TO ORDER
Roll Call
President Jacobson called the Workshop to order at 6 pm. The roll was called and Commissioners
Jacobson, Reiner and Wallace answered present.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
There were no guests in attendance.
APPROVAL OF THE WORKSHOP AGENDA
Commissioner Reiner moved to approve the August 8, 2022 Workshop Agenda, seconded by
Commissioner Wallace and the motion passed with a voice vote.
TOPICS FROM THE FLOOR
There were no Topics from the Floor discussed.
POLICY AND LEGISLATION
Cambridge Park Property Conveyance
Executive Director Risinger said the Cambridge Park Property Conveyance documents were sent to us
from the Village. He said this is the final paperwork needed to proceed with the conveyance of the
Cambridge property. He added that all documents have been reviewed and approved by Attorney
Bloomberg.

Quarter A Administrative Work Plan Update
Executive Director Risinger said he has nothing to add to his Work Plan but said this is the first of four
updates the Board will be provided this fiscal year.
Quarter A Departmental Goals and Objectives Update
Director Strojinc said things are going well and staff is starting to catch up now that summer camps are
over. Discussion was held on closing the Kid’s Club at the Fitness Center. President Jacobson stressed
the importance of messaging members. Commissioner Reiner cautioned about taking away amenities.
Commissioner Wallace said we need to let the families who use the club know it is closing and give
them ample time to make other arrangements for their children.
CORRESPONDENCE
Executive Director Risinger said that included in the Board packet was an email from a resident who
was elated the Park District is holding an Experience Diwali event. Commissioner Wallace agreed
and said it is really emotional that Diwali is being recognized. There was also an email from a
resident thanking staff for helping them locate a tree they had planted 31 years ago in memory of a
family member. There was also a National Night Out announcement in the Daily Herald and a thank
you letter from the Kildeer Police Department for allowing them to use our grill for their Special
Olympics fundraiser in Long Grove. Executive Director Risinger thanked Recreation Manager TJ
Wilkes for working with the police on borrowing the grill.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT
Administrative Staff Report
Executive Director Risinger apologized that he missed the last Board meeting due to being ill. He said
the Administrative Staff Report is a summary of what is discussed in our weekly meetings. He told the
Board that the IAPD Best of the Best Awards Gala is on Friday, October 14 at 6 pm at Chevy Chase
Country Club in Wheeling. He said the NWSRA/SLSF Gala is Friday, November 4 at 6:30 pm,
also at Chevy Chase Country Club. He said we sponsor a table at this event and to let Executive
Assistant Wanland know if you and your significant other would like to attend.
Director Strojinc said camps have ended. She said registrants were at 80% of pre-COVID numbers.
She said Clubhouse has staff training today and tomorrow and 602 kids are registered for the fall.
She added that we have a meeting set up to renew the Natatorium Intergovernmental Agreement with
Buffalo Grove High School. Executive Director Risinger thanked Aquatics Facility Supervisor Jenn
Foreman for speaking to the right person at BGHS to get the meeting on the calendar. Director
Strojinc said the Village is going to do a walk called “BG Strong” for BG Days followed by a
pancake breakfast run by the Rotary Club.
Director Howe said Tony Vraniak has been hired as Mechanic and Jerry Kolodziej has been promoted
to Superintendent of Facilities for the Parks Department.
PRESIDENT AND COMMISSIONERS REPORTS
President Jacobson said he is sorry he missed National Night Out due to being out of town for work.
He said he heard about the Footloose summer musical being canceled due to a COVID outbreak
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among cast members. Director Strojinc said staff is exploring how to handle unforeseen situations like
this is the future.
Commissioner Wallace said she is excited for the Cardboard Boat Regatta on Saturday, August 27 at
Willow Stream Pool.
Commissioner Reiner said he missed National Night Out. He said he tried to get to Willow Stream
Park but Checker was jam packed with cars.
OLD BUSINESS
Board Retreat
Executive Director Risinger said he contacted former State Representative Carol Sente about the
possibility of leading a Board Retreat. The Board agreed they would be in favor of engaging Ms.
Sente on an off-meeting Monday early this fall.
President Jacobson asked about financial training. Discussion was held and Commissioner Reiner
suggested contacting Anjali Vij with Chapman and Cutler LLP about teaching the Board and interested
staff a Finance 101 crash course.
NEW BUSINESS
There was no New Business discussed.
ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Reiner moved to adjourn the Workshop at 6:55 pm, seconded by Commissioner
Wallace and the motion passed with a voice vote.
Respectfully Submitted,

________________________________
Secretary
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Buffalo Grove Park District Board of Commissioners
WORKSHOP MINUTES
Alcott Center - Room 24
August 22, 2022
6 pm
Commissioners Present: Steve Cummins, Scott Jacobson, Larry Reiner and Hetal Wallace
Commissioner Absent: Tracy Bragg
Staff Present: Executive Director Ryan Risinger, Director of Recreation and Facilities Erika Strojinc,
Director of Business Services and Human Resources John Short, Superintendent of Development Mike
Maloney, Superintendent of Communications and Marketing Mike Terson, Risk Manager Dani Hoefle
and Executive Assistant Beth Wanland
Attorney Steve Bloomberg was present
CALL TO ORDER
Roll Call
President Jacobson called the Workshop to order at 6 pm. The roll was called and Commissioners
Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner and Wallace answered present.
APPROVAL OF THE WORKSHOP AGENDA
Commissioner Reiner moved to approve the August 22, 2022 Workshop Agenda, seconded by
Commissioner Wallace and the motion passed with a voice vote.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
There were no guests in attendance.
FINANCE
August Warrant 2022
Director Short said this is the time of year we have the highest payroll due to part-time staff working
camps and aquatics.
July Financial Statement
There were no comments on the July Financial Statement.
July Year to Date Statement
There were no comments on the July Year to Date Statement.

August Refunds
There were no comments on August Refunds.
POLICY AND LEGISLATION
Resolution 22-8-1 Northwest Special Recreation Association 2023 (FY 2023/2024) Assessment
Commissioner Reiner said that it is our legal obligation to pay this assessment every year. He said it
ensures the continuation of quality leisure services for our resident children and adults experiencing a
disabling condition. Executive Director Risinger added that this year we actually had a reduction in
the amount assessed.
RECREATION
Program Participation Statistics
President Jacobson said it appears are that things are moving in the right direction. Director Strojinc
agreed and said we continue to rebuild and it’s nice to see this last year is showing growth again.
PRESIDENT AND COMMISSIONERS REPORTS
President Jacobson said that the number of staff that showed up for the Finance 101 seminar before
the meeting today was fantastic. He said he was sorry the FOP Flights in the Park event was canceled
due to inclement weather but is happy the event has been rescheduled for Saturday, September 17, at
Willow Stream Park, from 4 – 7 pm.
Commissioner Wallace said it was amazing to see all the park districts that showed up yesterday for
Making Moves for Highland Park at the CAC. There were 14 districts that participated showcasing
160 dancers. The event raised $5,400 for the Highland Park Community Fund.
OLD BUSINESS
There was no Old Business discussed.
NEW BUSINESS
There was no New Business discussed.
ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Cummins moved to adjourn the Workshop at 6:10 pm, seconded by Commissioner
Reiner and the motion passed with a voice vote.
Respectfully Submitted,

________________________________
Secretary

2

Buffalo Grove Park District Board of Commissioners
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES
August 22, 2022
Alcott Center – Room 24
6 pm
Commissioners Present: Steve Cummins, Scott Jacobson, Larry Reiner and Hetal Wallace
Commissioner Absent: Tracy Bragg
Staff Present: Executive Director Ryan Risinger, Deputy Director Erika Strojinc, Director of Business
Services and Human Resources John Short, Superintendent of Development Mike Maloney,
Superintendent of Communications and Marketing Mike Terson, Risk Manager Dani Hoefle and
Executive Assistant Beth Wanland
Attorney Steve Bloomberg was present
CALL TO ORDER
Roll Call
President Jacobson called the Regular Board Meeting to order at 6:10 pm. The roll was called and
Commissioners Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner and Wallace answered present.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING AGENDA
Commissioner Cummins moved to approve the August 22, 2022 Regular Board Meeting Agenda,
seconded by Commissioner Wallace and the motion passed with a voice vote.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
There were no guests in attendance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Approval of July 11, 2022 Special Board Meeting Minutes
Commissioner Reiner moved to approve the July 11, 2022 Special Board Meeting Minutes, seconded
by Commissioner Cummins and the motion passed with a voice vote.
Approval of July 11, 2022 Workshop Minutes
Commissioner Reiner moved to approve the July 11, 2022 Workshop Minutes, seconded by
Commissioner Wallace and the motion passed with a voice vote.

Approval of July 25, 2022 Workshop Minutes
Commissioner Cummins moved to approve the July 25, 2022 Workshop Minutes, seconded by
Commissioner Reiner and the motion passed with a voice vote.
Approval of July 25, 2022 Regular Board Meeting Minutes
Commissioner Reiner moved to approve the July 25, 2022 Regular Board Meeting Minutes, seconded
by Commissioner Wallace and the motion passed with a voice vote.
Approval of July 25, 2022 Executive Session Minutes
Commissioner Cummins moved to approve the July 25, 2022 Executive Session Minutes, seconded
by Commissioner Wallace and the motion passed with a voice vote.
TOPICS FROM THE FLOOR
There were no Topics from the Floor discussed.
CORRESPONDENCE
Written and Verbal Correspondence
Executive Director Risinger said that included in the Board Packet was a Daily Herald article on the
proposed Amphitheater and Spray ‘N Play project at Mike Rylko Community Park. He said there was
also Daily Herald article on National Night Out and last, he said Executive Assistant Beth Wanland
put together a What’s Happening? Calendar for the fall.
ATTORNEY’S REPORT
Attorney Bloomberg did not have a report.
COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS
Finance
Approval of August 2022 Warrant
Commissioner Cummins moved to approve the August 2022 Warrant in the amount of
$1,211,015.98 seconded by Commissioner Reiner and the motion passed with a roll call vote.
AYES:
Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner and Wallace
NAYS:
0
ABSENT: Bragg
Approval of the July 2022 Financial Statement and July 2022 Year-to-Date Statement
Commissioner Cummins moved to approve the July 2022 Financial Statement and July 2022 Year-toDate Statement, seconded by Commissioner Reiner and the motion passed with a roll call vote.
AYES:
Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner and Wallace
NAYS:
0
ABSENT: Bragg
Approval of the Cambridge Property Conveyance to the Village of Buffalo Grove
Commissioner Cummins moved to approve the conveyance of the Cambridge property to the Village
of Buffalo Grove, seconded by Commissioner Reiner and the motion passed with a roll call vote.
AYES:
Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner and Wallace
NAYS:
0
ABSENT: Bragg
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Board Interaction Workshop Proposal
Commissioner Cummins moved to approve the Board Interaction Workshop Proposal from Carol Sente
Consulting in the amount of $3,900.00, seconded by Commissioner Reiner and the motion passed
with a roll call vote.
AYES:
Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner and Wallace
NAYS:
0
ABSENT: Bragg
Approval of Resolution 22-8-1 NWSRA 2023 Funding Assessment
Commissioner Cummins moved to approve Resolution 22-8-1Northwest Special Recreation Association
Funding Assessment in the amount of $310,783.96 for calendar year 2023, Fiscal Year 2023-24,
seconded by Commissioner Reiner and the motion passed with a roll call vote.
AYES:
Cummins, Jacobson, Reiner and Wallace
NAYS:
0
ABSENT: Bragg
Approval of the Consent Agenda
Commissioner Reiner moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, seconded by
Commissioner Wallace and the motion passed with a voice vote.
1. 2022-23 Quarter A Administrative Work Plan Update
2. 2022-23 Quarter A Goals and Objectives Update
3. Program Participation Statistics
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT AND DEPARTMENT OPERATIONAL REPORTS
Executive Director Risinger reminded the Board that the Best of the Best Awards Gala and Celebrate
Ability events are in October and November, respectively. He said Executive Assistant Wanland will
email them with the dates and asked them to reply if they would like to reserve a place. He said the
Park Tour has been rescheduled to September 12 at 4 pm before the Board Workshop/Regular
Board meeting. He said he and staff met with Maria Sovan, Senior Landscape Architect from Upland
Design, regarding preliminary plans for applying for the new round of OSLAD grants for Parkchester
Park. He said he is looking for someone to lead another Strategic Plan for the District later this
fall/winter. He said that BG Days is moving forward and staff is well into planning. He said Rotary
has Bingo on Thursday night that he is helping run and said he is also working at the pancake
breakfast on Sunday morning. He congratulated Recreation Manager Aly Stanczak on organizing the
fantastic Highland Park fundraising dance event at the CAC yesterday. He said he and staff met with
a representative from D214 about renewing a Natatorium IGA at Buffalo Grove High School. He
said the meeting went very well and the representative said he will have to review maintenance costs
and also said they love working with us.
Last, Executive Risinger said he is proud to name Director Strojinc as the new Deputy Director. He said
she will be involved with everything he does in preparation to take on the new position if the Board
decides to name her as Executive Director. He said he is excited for what’s to come and thinks she
would do an amazing job replacing him and leading the Park District in the future.
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Deputy Director Erika Strojinc gave kudos to Recreation Manger Aly Stanczak on her successful dance
fundraiser for Highland Park. She said they are planning BG Days and dealing with last minute
details. She said we increased the cost of alcohol to $6 per drink for BG Days.
She said staff is interviewing three internal candidates for the Golf Dome Facilities Manager position
and hope to make a decision next week. She said they are working with the NWSRA Pursuit
program and will start an 8-week training program at the Fitness Center to teach skills to the
participants with the hope of them leaving with skills and being placed in the community.
Risk Manger Dani Hoefle said there has been a lot of training this last month. She said COVID is not
as significant as it has been. She said she is now able to focus on other tasks.
Superintendent of Planning Mike Maloney said there are a lot of projects going on in parks. He said
the new mechanic, Tony Vraniak, and new Superintendent of Facilities, Jerry Kolodziej, are
assimilating well in their new positions. President Jacobson asked if there are plans to renovate the
Willow Stream parking lot. Superintendent Maloney said it is high on the priority list and we are
hoping to get funding to complete it. Commissioner Cummins asked about plans for Parkchester Park.
Mr. Maloney said they are looking at moving the playground away from the street. He said they are
considering a pickleball/basketball/tennis court module, shelter, and restoring the pond area.
Executive Director Risinger added that we will hold our first public input meeting at the park next week.
Director of Communications and Marketing Mike Terson said the marketing department is working on
the winter brochure. He complimented Recreation Manager Aly Stanczak on writing the press release
for the dance fundraiser. He said sponsorship for BG Days is at $36,000 as of today.
Director of Business Service and Human Resources John Short said the credit card machines have
arrived for BG Days. He said the audit will be pushed a month but we will be well within our
deadline.
OLD BUSINESS
There was no Old Business discussed.
NEW BUSINESS
There was no New Business discussed.
ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Wallace moved to adjourn the Regular Board Meeting at 6:45 pm, seconded by
Commissioner Cummins and the motion passed with a voice vote.
Respectfully submitted,

______________________
Secretary
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Buffalo Grove Park District Director Risinger
Retiring In 2023
By Richard Mayer | on August 24, 2022

Buffalo Grove Park District Executive Director Ryan Risinger
will retire next May, ending a 31-year relationship with the
district and the only employer he has ever worked for.
Immediately after college, Risinger, 54, started as an intern with the park district in May 1992 and
was was hired full-time in November of that year. He took over as executive director at the end of
November 2014 for former Executive Director Dan Schimmel.
Risinger said he has been thinking about retirement and is not sure what his future plans will entail, but
he is confident he will do something at least part-time to keep active.
“It will be more about trying to focus on staying healthy and active, as well as spending more time
with my family,” he said.
The park district approximately a decade ago purchased a home in the village for $283,000 where
Risinger has lived, with his only payments for utilities. The home has been paid off by the park district,
and when Risinger retires, he will need to move out. Whether his replacement will occupy the home in
the future is undetermined at this time. If the new executive director decides not to live there, the park
district could decide to sell the house.
According to the park district’s website, in addition to living in his home while only paying utility costs,
Risinger earns an annual salary of $189,425, is provided a $4,375 auto allowance, health
reimbursement totaling $5,450, and a combination of 38 sick and vacation days annually.
Looking back on some of the district’s accomplishments under his watch, he mentioned the Community
Arts Center off Old McHenry Road.
“The Community Arts Center is something that has been incredible and enjoyed by the residents and
participants,” he said, adding renovations of various parks over the years has been a big
accomplishment as well, since it improves the community at-large.

“One of the things I am most proud of is the incredible and dedicated staff and the longevity of our
staff,” Risinger said. “You do not see much of that across other districts, but we have a good culture
here and care about the community and that is probably the one thing I am most proud of.”
He said everyone involved provides for that type of positive culture throughout the park district.
“That is one of the reasons why I stayed here all these years, my entire career, because I wanted to
make sure we were a place where people wanted to come and work and wanted to stay,” he said.
According to Risinger, he has also fostered great relationships with other local government agencies
such as the school districts and village.
When Risinger took over as executive director, one of his first big projects entailed renovating Willow
Stream Park by adding paths and a playground along with new trails. That was followed by a large
renovation of Green Lake Park, and renovating educational classrooms at the Mike Rylko Nature
Educational Building.
“With all those projects, we found a way on our own to fund them through capital money or grants,”
he said. “We did it all without raising tax dollars. We have always been fiscally sound and have
gotten a lot of things done within our means without going to the public and raising taxes.”
In the coming weeks and months, the park board will need to decide if it will conduct an outside
search to find his replacement, or if it will promote internally.
“It has been a huge privilege and honor to work for the Buffalo Grove Park District and this was not an
easy decision,” Risinger said.

Buffalo Grove Park District
COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS
September 12, 2022
I.

Committee Action Items (Roll Call Votes)
A. Finance (SC)
1. I move to approve the September Warrant 2022 in the amount of
$822,582.83.
2. I move to approve the August Financial Statement and the August Year to
Date Statement.
3. I move to approve Resolution 22-9-1 Utilization of Developer Donation Funds
in the amount of $121,630.30.
4. I move to approve Resolution 22-9-3 OSLAD Program Authorization for
Parkchester Park.
5. I move to approve the Board Travel and Conference Expense in the amount
of $311.00.
B. Personnel (TB/SC)
1. I move to approve Resolution 22-9-2 Commending Greg Ney on 25 Years
of Service to the Buffalo Grove Park District.

TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

PARK BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RYAN RISINGER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SEPTEMBER 8, 2022
DIRECTOR’S OPERATIONS REPORT

COVID-19
COVID has been better in the past few weeks. We are still reacting to and adapting, but the number
of cases among staff and participants seem to be down. Dani continues to stay on top of any
recommended changes from the CDC or IDPH and staff continue to work with the school districts for
consistency with the Clubhouse program.

Capital Projects
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP): Staff will start capital planning for the 2023/24 fiscal year soon.
This will be a bit difficult until we get clarification on the Rylko project, but we will at least start putting
together our list of priorities for next year.

Rylko Park Master Plan
Ryan spoke with Senator Johnson prior to BG Days and she indicated that the next round of state
capital funding release should be happening soon. She is trying to push for our funding to be in that
release. In the meantime while we wait, staff continue to move forward with preparations. This
includes Village Planning and Zoning requirements and working with Upland Design.

Village of Buffalo Grove
BG Days: This has been the focus of many of us since our last meeting. Overall, BG Days was very
successful. The staff did an incredible job all weekend. A huge thank you and congratulations to
Erika who was our liaison to the BG Days Committee and organized the entire event on our side. It
was a difficult role, but she did it so well that it made the weekend much smoother for all of us.
I am very proud of the effort by our staff to put on events and help make a successful event for the
community. We have received many compliments from people we have worked with throughout this
event.

Miscellaneous
Friends of the Parks: The FOP event, Flights in the Park, was cancelled on August 20 due to weather.
It has been rescheduled for September 17. Brian is working with the FOP on this event.
Rotary Club: Ryan co-chaired the Bingo event on Thursday of BG Days. This is the first time we have
had Bingo since 2019. We had over 300 people attend. The event ran very well. Thank you to TJ
Wilkes who came out and setup the PA system for the event.
Ryan also helped at the Rotary Pancake Breakfast on Sunday morning.

IPRA/IAPD Distinguished Agency Committee: We have started our reviews for this year, and Ryan
was on the team that reviewed the Freeport Park District. Reviews will continue through October and
into November. Ryan continues to work with Vernon Hills Park District as they move toward
reaccreditation in 2023.
OSLAD Grant: We are currently working with Upland on preparing an application for the new
OSLAD cycle for Parkchester Park. We had a public input meeting on August 31 and will have a 2nd
one on September 14. The application is due by the end of September.

Meetings and Events Attended:
Regular Admin Meetings (weekly)
Rotary Meetings (weekly)
Board Meetings
Distinguished Agency Committee Meeting
Multiple Parkchester OSLAD Meetings
BGHS Aquatics IGA Meeting
Making Moves Dance Benefit
Financial Seminar
Multiple Rylko Park Renovation Project Meetings
BG Days Meeting with VBG Public Works
Meeting with FOP President
BG Days Staff Meeting
Parkchester Public Input Meeting
BG Days Rotary Bingo
BG Days Beverage Tent Shifts (3)
BG Days Disc Golf
BG Days Dog Show
BG Days Pancake Breakfast
Freeport Park District DA Review
Full-Time Staff Meeting

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF MEETINGS REPORT
AUGUST 2022
AUGUST 2, 2022
Tim:







Dani:



Mike:



Beth:



John:


Erika:


Renovating the Fitness Center Reformer Studio this winter.
Mike is completing the solar light grant paperwork.
Mike M., Debbie and Marina are working on applying for an IPRA award for the Nature
Classroom.
Pickleball court work at Drazner Park will start the week of September 5.
Pickleball lights at Woodland Park are being installed now.
Village is requiring a traffic study to be completed for the proposed renovation to Rylko Park.
Helping D102 remove playground equipment at Pritchett School.

Received a police report on someone driving on grass near the disc golf area at Willow
Stream.
If anyone has a submission for a PDRMA Risk Management safety award grant, please submit
to Dani.

Chris, the owner of Nino’s, is out of town tonight. Joe from the restaurant will be at NNO to
accept their Business Best Friend Award.
108 new Buffalo Grove residents in the month of July and they will receive welcome
packages.

Completed form for Lake County on Elected Officials and Terms of Office in preparation for
the next election in 2023. Cummins, Reiner and Wallace will run.
Registered Commissioners Cummins, Jacobson and Reiner for NRPA on Friday. Unregistered
Cummins yesterday per his request.

Got word from FEMA last Friday that we will receive a $12,500 reimbursement.
Janet will be out of the office August 31 – September 16. John is her back-up.

Geofencing for HR (jobs) budget is $825/month. Will start with a two-month trial.




Ryan:







Village canceled the BG Days parade but has added a walk, a blood drive, and a pancake
breakfast. Blood drive is moved from Alcott to Mike Rylko Park on Sunday.
78 new members at the Fitness Center in July. Last highest July was 48.
Discussed bid proposal for the contract cleaning at the Fitness Center.

Asked John to follow through on financial seminar for the Board and staff.
Asked Erika to provide input on Strategic Planning consultant.
Asked Tim for timeline on getting sign made for Reiner Park so we can schedule a dedication.
Senator Johnson told Ryan she doesn’t know when the state will release the promised money
we hope to use for the Rylko Park renovation. We are in a wait-and-hold pattern. Capital
funds could be released in round 2.
Heard back from Mark Schaetzlein from Buffalo Grove High School regarding renewing our
natatorium use agreement.

AUGUST 9, 2022
Tim:




Mike:




Beth:



John:


Erika:




Jerry started in the Superintendent of Facilities position on Monday.
Spoke with the Village regarding BG Days equipment needs this morning. Won’t be much
different than what was required from us last year.
Holding our quarterly joint meeting with the Village Public Works department on August 18.
Floor transition strips need to be installed at the Fitness Center.

Aly requested a press release for her dance fundraiser for Highland Park on Sunday, August
21. She wrote it and did a really good job. It is on the website.
Working on a press release for our new commissioner, Hetal Wallace.
Met with Village Public Works to discuss BG Days signage.
Presented at Clubhouse training yesterday on marketing, public relations and social media.

Ordered t-shirts for the FOP to arrive in time for Flights in the Park.
Researched the Fitness Center cleaning contract and found it went out to bid in 2019 but did
not find the actual contract. Recommendation was to contract ECO Clean.
Greg is celebrating his 25th anniversary with the Park District next week.

Working on setting up a finance seminar for Commissioners and staff with Anjali Vij from
Chapman and Cutler on August 22.
Meeting with Hetal on Thursday morning for orientation. Tim is meeting with her after John.

Clubhouse training Tuesday/Wednesday this week at the CAC. Still at 602 registered. 20
on the waitlist.
Aquatics got a 4-star audit last Friday.
NWSRA Pursuit reached out directly to Chris about vocational opportunities at the CAC.
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Student complaints continue at the Fitness Center. Joe will train staff on how to handle these
situations and will do a full onboarding for students as they join.
Pool shuts down on Monday at the FC. Will be painting lifeguard office. Will ask
membership if they want to continue with lane reservations. Had an inquiry on family hours.
Concessions are doing well. $20,000 so far this summer.
TJ has 192 players signed up for fall Flag Football. That is pre-COVID registration numbers.

Ryan:
 Will move forward with phasing out the Kids Club at the FC. Joe will determine timeline. If
demand comes back we will revisit.
 Heard back from Bloomberg on Hayli’s Law. The law ensures children under age 16 can run
a lemonade stand without a permit or license in public parks. It is Bloomberg’s opinion we
can ask them to leave.
 Scheduled a meeting regarding renewing our natatorium use agreement with BGHS.
 If staff wants to attend the Best of the Best Awards Gala on October 14 or NWSRA/SLSF
Celebrate Ability Gala on November 4, let Ryan or Beth know. Both events will be held at
Chevy Chase in Wheeling and your significant other is invited.
AUGUST 16, 2022
Tim:




Parks department BG Days meeting today at 2 pm. Will have mandatory shifts for grounds
staff.
Bills Football is installing the new scoreboard.
Working on lifeguard office painting, pool, and floor transition install at the Fitness Center.

Mike:




Fitness Center fall membership promotion is advertised on the digital sign on McHenry Road.
BG Days website is current.
Meeting with Cathy Novak tomorrow regarding marketing future FOP events.

Beth:




The stone company we use does not supply 8x8 bricks anymore. Need to revise the website.
Greg will be recognized for his 25 years of service at the September 12 Board meeting.
Sent a sympathy card to Dominic Saviano’s family in memory of his dad.

John:


Erika:




Got approval from Secretary of State for disposal of records effective September 4. John will
email staff.
Will be getting three new point-of-sale terminals for BG Days.

Chinese New Year celebration name has been changed to Lunar New Year, which the
library says is more encompassing.
NWSRA is having staffing issues. Suggested they try a geofencing campaign for jobs.
Dance Fundraiser is on Sunday at 3 pm at the CAC. 160 dancers from 14 park districts are
participating.
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Stevenson High School reached out to let us know about their 2nd Annual Volunteer Service
Fair.
Have three internal interviews set up next week for the Golf Dome position.
Asked about prep work for job description evaluations later this fall. John will reach out and
determine what is needed.

Ryan:
 Park Board tour is on Monday, September 12 at 4 pm.
 Finance 101 training on bonds and levies is on Monday, August 22 at 4 pm. Staff is
welcome to attend. Will serve pizza. Let Beth know if you are attending.
 Hetal asked Ryan if Tim could present to her husband’s AP Environmental Science class at
Wheeling High School on Environmental Land Use Best Practices and Sustainability.
 Asked John about looking at new health insurance options. John and Ryan are meeting in
September with our Vista representatives who are also brokers. Discussed exploring PDRMA
Blue Cross Blue Shield.

AUGUST 23, 2022
Erika:
 Had a great meeting with BGHS regarding renewing the Natatorium IGA in 2024.
They will provide revised maintenance costs by fall of 2023.
 BGHS would like us to start a diving program. Their diving coach would become our
employee. Programming would be run by us.
 Will continue the water polo program. Arlington Heights wants to have matches against us.
Will switch to a high risk waiver.
 Highland Park Dance Benefit brought in about $5,400. Kudos to Aly.
 Working on web security updates. Leaving Barracuda and transitioning to a new company,
Trend Micro. It will be more secure. Some sights will not be available. Ask Greg for
permission if you need access to a site that is blocking you.
 Discussed Chamber of Commerce membership for Fitness Center corporate contacts.
 Shoring up BG Days plans. Will hold another in-house committee meeting to address any last
minute needs.
Dani:





Beth:



AED pads are in and Dani will be dropping off at facilities.
Held a TIPS class and everyone passed. Should get their BASSET cards within a week.
Safety Committee home inspection is due at the end of the month. Would love more
participation. Checklists are available in email from Jenn or by the Alcott mailboxes.
Wellness Committee is re-joining the Parks and Rec Trek which starts September 12. Will
bring back Deal or No Deal. Incorporating a walk day and a pickleball day.

Will complete information and notarization needed on documents required for Cambridge
property conveyance to the Village.
Will send NWSRA the approved assessment resolution for 2023.
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John:




Staff needs to update their job descriptions. John and Scott are meeting with HR review team
on September 12.
Audit is delayed until October 10. Not due until the end of October.
Looking at a new p-card vendor. Would be a consortium with 15 other park districts. Would
increase our rebate percentage point by .6%. John will research the new option with other
park districts.

Mike M.: (In absentia for Tim)
CAC:
 Donor Wall heart plaques have been completed and will be picked up tomorrow. Created
(2) new options with vinyl lettering along the top of the wall and an additional plaque that
includes a QR code for donations.
 Midwest Mechanical should be completed with Phase 1 of the RTU replacement project by the
end of the week. We have a meeting on Friday to review the work and confirm schedule for
Phase 2 in October.
Fitness Center:
 Pool maintenance will be completed by the end of the week. Dave and Felix are doing a
great job, pool tile is looking good.
 Steam generator replacement: Waiting on material delivery, McDonough Mechanical will
complete the work this fall.
 Pump project replacement: Waiting on material delivery, McDonough Mechanical will
complete the work this winter.
Parks:
 Looking into ITEP grant for Schwaben bike pathway. Grant webinar tomorrow and grant
application due at the end of September.
 Parkchester Park OSLAD kick-off meeting went well last week. Parks staff will be dropping off
letters to residents this morning. Public Open Houses are scheduled onsite on 8/31 and
9/14. Grant application is due at the end of September.
Rylko Park:
 Waiting to hear back from the Village on the required traffic impact study to see if we can
submit a simpler/less costly report.
Mike:




Winter book is at the designer.
Finished the Village Newsletter spread and sent to staff to proof.
Working on getting a band for the FOP Flights in the Park event that was rescheduled to
September 17.

Ryan:
 Ryan and Erika will move forward with new Strategic Planning consultant. Committees should
continue with their current plans.
 Sent an email to Prairie Grove engaged residents about our plan for renovation.
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AUGUST 30, 2022
Erika:









John:


Beth:


Will close Kids Club at the FC on October 1. Have notified members.
Fitness Center pool is back open. Dave is looking for new pool pump quotes.
Attendance at FC is down due to students going back to school.
FC membership is at a 7-year high for the month of August.
70% of FC members want to keep the pool lane reservation system in place. Will keep it.
Chris reached out to SHS art students regarding ideas for the mural at the CAC Art Gallery.
Jenn is being recognized and speaking at the National Aquatics Conference.
Will have Liquid Love Octoberfest beer at BG Days. It is a local brewery. Used to be Prairie
House Brewery.

Reminder for staff to review your job description and submit changes to your supervisor by
September 6.
Meeting with Peerless phone provider to review our contract.

Ordered samples of Nike polo shirts for the Board.

Mike:
 BG Days Schedule-At-A-Glance is designed and will be placed on the website.
 Flights in the Park webpage has been updated. Waiting to hear back from a band about
booking for the event.
 BG Days inquiries are coming in through the website.
 Will attend a virtual Lake County PR Council meeting Thursday morning.
 Going to a SPRA Showcase with Brian on Wednesday.

Dani:




Tim:







The BG Days slideshow for the video wall is done.

Received restitution for the CAC vandalism. Person not allowed on Park District property.
Will work on placing CAC emergency weather location maps at all entrances.
Parks and Rec Step Trek will start September 12 and run through October 23. Playing Deal or
No Deal and participants will have the opportunity to win money.

Ran into a person in Wisconsin who recognized Tim from visiting here for Career Expo Day in
2019. The event was life-changing for him. He is going to CLC majoring in management
and hopes to get a job in parks and rec.
Preliminary capital project meetings for 2023/24 will start the first week of October.
Mike and Jerry will be looking at exterior egress doors at the Museum and possibly
consolidating some of the AC units.
Parkchester Park public input meeting on Wednesday night from 6 – 7 pm.
Mike will look into applying for a festival grant for BG Days and other events, i.e. Pride Picnic.
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Had some power outages at Alcott the last couple days. Power surge caused lights to fry in
half the building. Thanked Clint for contacting the contractor. Units should be covered under
warranty.

Ryan:
 In contact with a potential new strategic plan leader.
 Spoke with Senator Johnson last week about the grant money for the potential Rylko Park
renovation. She is hopeful the money will be released sooner rather than later.
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TO:
FROM:
RE:
DATE:

PARK BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RYAN RISINGER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
JOHN SHORT, DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS SERVICES & HUMAN RESOURCES
SEPTEMBER OPERATIONS REPORT
SEPTEMBER 6, 2022

Audit for FY 2021--22: The audit is on track to be completed in October. John has updated the
statistical section and is waiting to receive a draft report in order to complete the Letter of Transmittal
and the Management Discussion and Analysis.
Compensation Study: Scott and John will have a kickoff meeting with Kathryn O’Connor from HR
Source on Monday, September 12 to start our compensation study for FY 2023-24. We have
worked with HR Source in the past to create a targeted compensation study. All staff have been asked
to review their job descriptions prior to starting the compensation study. The study is scheduled to be
completed by the end of December.
Health Insurance Renewal: Scott is working on updating the census for all of our employees and
retirees currently enrolled on our health insurance plan. This is the beginning step in the process of our
insurance renewal.

TO:
FROM:
RE:
DATE:

PARK BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RYAN RISINGER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ERIKA STROJINC, DEPUTY DIRECTOR
OPERATIONS REPORT
SEPTEMBER 6, 2022

RECREATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT
BG Days: BG Days came and went! After the months of planning, we can say goodbye to another
year. Overall, the weekend was very successful and the in-house committee did a great job making
sure all of the elements around the main stage, kid’s entertainment, food vendors, and beverage tent
were take care of. Additionally, Megan and Debbie did a great job with their auxiliary events, the
BG Days Dog Show and Disc Golf Tournament.
Erika is very thankful for this group of professionals and their willingness to take on extra roles to make
the entire weekend smooth and seamless. The numbers are still coming in, but the beverage tent sales
are looking close to $16K more than last year. Another huge thank you to the rest of the Park District
staff for contributing their time and efforts to the overall weekend. The in-house committee will be
holding a debrief meeting to discuss the event and identify ways to improve.
COVID + Big Deal Updates: Due to the COVID situation and the cancellation of the last weekend of
Footloose, Erika wanted to explore options to try and avoid performance cancellations in the future.
She met with Lindsay, Jessi, and Chris to brainstorm solutions. In the end, they decided on making a
few changes for the upcoming Children’s fall theater that included COVID mitigations and procedures
(should a cast/staff member test positive), as well as casting understudies for the first time! In
anticipation that COVID will not affect the show, they worked in that all the understudies will have a
chance to perform as the leads on the pick-up rehearsal (which is the Wednesday following the
opening weekend), and tickets for that performance will also be sold. All of the updated information
was shared with the families prior to auditions without any concerns. And the children who were cast
as the understudies were excited for the new opportunity.
Rec Department Updates: The Golf Dome (Facility Supervisor) position was offered to Jimmy Mix who
accepted. Jimmy currently oversees youth general programs, basketball, general day camps, among
other small roles. Jimmy, Chuck, and Erika are going to work on a transition plan in order to support
Jimmy’s responsibilities while getting him ready to open the Dome up in November. From there, the

Rec Admin team will determine how to handle filling Jimmy’s old role and whether or not there is
opportunity to switch things up amongst other positions.
Additionally, Brian O’Malley and Megan Baird have officially switched up their roles slightly. Brian
will now be overseeing fall and spring soccer and youth sports contractual programs. Megan will
now be overseeing Club 50 (Seniors) and adult programs.
RECREATION FACILITIES

Aquatics
Spray ‘N Play & Willow Stream Pool: Willow Stream Pool and Spray ‘N Play closed for the season
on Saturday, August 27 and Sunday, August 29, respectively. Below is a comparative of the last four
years at Spray ‘N Play and Willow Stream Pool. 2019 was a “normal” pre-COVID year, 2020 was
operated under heavy restrictions, 2021 was operated under modified COVID restrictions, and this
summer expanded the modified schedule. The total expense shown is staff cost only for public swim
and trainings.
Spray ‘N Play & Willow Stream Revenue
2019
2020
2021
2022
Rentals
$13,655
$2,720
$4,265
$18,478
SNP Public
$34,912
$16,767
$40,873
$31,256
Pool Passes*
$19,235
$15,703
WS Public
$31,849
$21,620
$17,245
Total Revenue
$99,651
$19,487
$66,758
$82,682
Total Expense
$101,075
$6,097
$50,191.56
$54,667**
*Pool passes include the revenue from both the punch passes and summer pool pass. $6,570
is from Splasher Passes and Punch Passes and $9,133 is from summer pool passes for
2022.
**Total expense is through the end of July, so it will increase.

Community Arts Center
Month
July 2022
2022-23 Fiscal Year Total

Net Revenue
$7,326.89
$43,100.37

Fitness Center
Administration: Keepme training has begun, and the software is already a huge help with new
member onboarding and keeping track of leads. It should be a great addition to the Fitness Center.
The pool was shut down for two weeks to allow the maintenance team to complete some muchneeded repairs. They also installed a new automated system for the steam room.
Fitness Floor: The Fitness Center welcomed two new morning fitness specialists: Nick Butera and Lucy
Villa.
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A minor equipment order has arrived, and the staff is working on replacing the worn-out items, such as
bands, cable attachments, and pool equipment, with the new items.
The Fitness Center recently replaced the transition strip between the fitness floor and the cardio area for
safety reasons.
Student traffic has slowed since high schools and colleges started their fall semesters. Stevenson High
School has also opened a wellness center for students, which may impact the student membership
numbers in the future (though currently it does not appear to).
Group Ex: For August, the Fitness Center offered 64 classes: 45 live, 16 virtual, and three hybrid
classes. Member participation in virtual classes increased. There was a slight decrease in live class
participation due to the two-week pool closure. This resulted in the cancellation of 16 classes over the
two weeks.
Kids Club: Starting on October 1, 2022, the Fitness Center will shut down Kids Club indefinitely due
to low enrollment. The Fitness Center has personally called and informed all current members who
have purchased Kids Club packages, and will be sharing information with the membership. They
have also taken down advertising for Kids Club.
Member and Customer Services: Customer Relations Manager, Carol Lucido, has hired two new
Guest Services employees and will have them trained for the busy fall/winter season.
Member Services is consistently signing up new members. It is anticipated to increase with the fall
promotion, which starts September 1 and goes through September 30. The Fall into Fitness promotion
gives new members their first full month of membership for $39, and then the regular membership rates
apply every month thereafter.
In August, there were 51 cancellations and 62 new member sign-ups.
The Fitness center sold 477 student passes in August.
Personal Training: Trainers had a stretching workshop demo by our trainer Sheila Hamilton to prepare
to offer stretching packages next month.
The new reformer trainer, Kortnee Herold, had a demo night for members to sample her style of
teaching before the new session begins September 12.
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Top Memberships & Passes at the Fitness Center: (Last two months)
Membership Type

August 2022

July 2022

Adult

541

542

Add-On

508

511

Senior

617

612

All Corporate

165

166

Veterans/HMHB

65

66

Annual Add-On

13

13

Annual Senior

21

21

Annual Adult

9

11

Student Passes

477

598

Total Memberships at the Fitness Center: (Last two months)

Total Memberships (Includes Freezes)

August
●
●
●
●
●
●

August 2022

July 2022

2,194

2,188

2022 Summation:
Active Members: 2,091
Membership Visits: 19,397
Personal Training Sessions: 208
Reformer Sessions: 63
Group Fitness Attendance: 3,426
Cancellations: 51
○ Relocation: 17
○ Financial: 2
○ Different Club: 1
○ Medical: 7
○ COVID: 1
○ Overcrowded: 1
○ Infrequent Use: 18
○ End of Promo: 2
○ Other: 2

August
●
●
●
●
●
●
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2021 Summation:
Active Members: 1,512
Membership Visits: 14,604
Personal Training Sessions: 289
Reformer Sessions: 52
Group Fitness Attendance: 2,969
Cancellations: 120
○ Relocation: 14
○ Medical: 2
○ COVID/Mask Policy: 96
○ Other: 8

Raupp Museum
Educational Gardens & Nature Classroom: The museum staff has had regular open hours and crafts
at the Nature Classroom throughout the summer and 44 people visited in August. The gardens will
stay open for school and scout programs during September and October.
Exhibits: A new temporary exhibit, Service Learning: What the Military Taught Me, will be open
September 12 – November 30. This exhibit explores the story of local veterans, and all of the noncombat skills they learned while serving in the military. It was developed by Museum Intern, Jenny
Barry.

The Museum’s online exhibit/collections database site had 118 visitors who looked at 940 pages in
August. The average visitor spent about 2 minutes on the site and looked at 8 pages during that time.
A new online exhibit about historic methods of communication was added to the site in August.
Programs: The museum staff hosted programming for the Buffalo Grove Garden Club and the
Wheeling PURSUIT programs.
Museum staff is very excited to report that they have been booking on-site scout and homeschool
programs for the upcoming months. Eight programs have already been booked through October, and
more are expected. This is a good trend, since last year all scout programs were virtual.
Social Media/Electronic Media: The Raupp Museum’s Facebook posts reached 4,598 people in
August, and 489 people engaged with the posts by clicking on them, liking them, or commenting on
them.
Summer Intern: The museum staff was happy to have an excellent graduate student intern for the
summer. Jenny Barry is working on a Master’s Degree in Public History from Loyola Chicago, and she
has helped create the new museum exhibit: Service Learning: What the Military Taught Me. The
exhibit will open in September, after Labor Day.
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Revenue Add-ons
Concessions: Concessions has closed for the summer. The last day for the summer concession stand
at Willow Stream Pool was on August 27. TJ is working with staff to try to offer concessions for the fall
sports leagues at Willow Stream Park.
Dog Park: As of September 2, Dog Park Passes have generated $8,105 in revenue with 293 annual
passes and 2 daily passes sold. Total revenue for fiscal year 2021-2022 was $8,297 with 352
passes (Annual and Semi-Annual) being sold.
Description
Dog Park - Annual Pass
Dog Park - Semi-Annual
Pass

Spr. '19
290
53

Spr.'20
266
52

Spr.'21
243
54

Spr.'22
300
52

Outdoor Rentals: As of September 2, outdoor rentals have generated $19,702 in revenue ($500 is
in damage deposits), and budgeted revenue is $7,200. Net revenue is now projected to be near
$19,500 this year. $14,892 was generated in the 2021-2022 fiscal year. Here are the revenue
numbers to date for this summer based on park shelter, field, and parking lot rentals:
Apple
Hill

Rick
Drazner

Green
Lake

Mike
Rylko

Veterans

Willow
Stream

Woodland

Parking
Lots

$160

$635

$8,774

$3,653

$2,515

$3,165

$400

$400

Rick Drazner Park
Safety Town: Safety Town Saturday has nine participants registered for the upcoming September
session, and currently three for the October session. Spooky Safety Town has eight registered for the
AM class and is full at 18 participants with a waitlist for the PM class on October 15.
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RECREATION PROGRAMMING

Adult Programs
Basketball and Volleyball: The fall sessions for basketball and volleyball will begin the week of
September 11. Basketball has 7 registered (it’s mostly drop-in) and volleyball is full with 28
registered. These programs have moved back to their normal locations for the school year which is
Prairie School and Cooper, respectively.
Current Events: Rabbi James Gordon hosted a current events talk on Wednesday, August 10. There
were six people in attendance and they discussed national and international politics.
Drawing & Painting: The fall session of Drawing & Painting begins on Tuesday, September 6. There
are five classes being offered, and all of the classes have reached the maximum enrollment of
participants. In total, there are 70 registered participants.
Memory Café: Memory Café was held on Thursday, August 25 from 2 – 3 pm at the Community Arts
Center. The program was led by Officer Baker from the Buffalo Grove Police Department. Attendees
enjoyed playing board games and listening to music.
Pickleball: The fall sessions for Pickleball will begin the week of October 3. As of Friday September
2, Wednesday night play has 21 registered and Thursday night play has 23 registered. This is by far
the most registration this program has seen since its inception in 2013. Typical pre-registration has
been between 0 - 5 players over the years as it has been mostly a weekly drop-in program.
Public Safety Breakfast: Public Safety Breakfast took place on Monday, August 22 from 10 – 11 am
at the Alcott Center. The Buffalo Grove Fire Department led the breakfast. There were a total of 5
people in attendance, and they appreciated interacting with the firefighters.
Rules of The Road Review: The Rules of The Road Review Class took place Tuesday, August 16 from
10 am – 12 pm at the Alcott Center. A representative from the Secretary of State’s office conducted
the review course. Nine participants completed the class.
Secretary of State Mobile Driver Services: The Secretary of State Jesse White’s Mobile Driver Services
came to the Alcott Center on Tuesday, August 16 from 10 am – 2 pm. Attendees were able to renew
their license, vehicle stickers and identification cards.
Softball: Fall softball began on August 29. TJ has leagues running on Monday and Tuesday nights.
Mondays started up on August 29, and Tuesday nights will start on September 6 due to BG Days.
Leagues will run until late October due to holiday dates. There are 10 total teams this season.

Aquatics
Staff Training: Staff training will be held on Sunday, September 18 and will focus on facility specific
procedures and the emergency action plan activation with masks on.
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Swim Lessons: Private lessons, group lessons and swim team prep are all full. Jenn is working to try
and add more lesson time to accommodate waitlists.
Swim Teams: Tryouts for the fall/winter Hurricanes and Cyclones swim team had a total of 97
swimmers tryout for the team. The Hurricanes team will consist of 145 swimmers, 22 more swimmers
than the 2021-2022 season, and Cyclones will consist of 34 swimmers, with a grand total of 179
swimmers between both teams. The Hurricanes will host 6 home meets and attend 4 away meets
during the regular season. The first meet will be at home against the McHenry Marlins on October 22
at 1 pm. The Hurricanes season will begin on September 14, and Cyclones begins October 3.

Camps
Camps: Diana helped create the end of year camp survey for everyone. Survey links were emailed
to all camp participants.
Camp Connection: Liz Sass will be updating all registration paperwork for the upcoming summer
2023 and also creating a staff handbook for the 2023 summer.

Club 50
Dog Days Afternoon: The Dog Days Afternoon party took place on Wednesday, August 24 at the
Alcott Center. Randy Walker played guitar and sang many memorable songs. Following the
performance, attendees enjoyed a grilled hot dog, chips, water and ice cream. Following lunch,
attendees played bingo and had a chance to win raffle prizes and gift cards.
Lunch Bunch: The monthly lunch bunch took place on Wednesday, August 17. Lunch was provided
by Nino’s and participants enjoyed a pizza lunch.
Mah Jongg Tournament: The Mah Jongg party took place on Thursday, August 11 at the Alcott
Center. Prior to the tournament, participants enjoyed lunch from Yen Yen; Lunch included chicken
chop suey, beef and broccoli, white rice, eggs rolls, almond cookies and fortune cookies. After
everyone was done eating, each table played 10 Mah Jongg games. Once the tournament was
over, prizes were given out for 1, 2 and 3 place. Brian O’Malley also raffled off 10 prizes. Each
participant received a goody bag. The tournament was very well received and attendees are already
looking forward to the next tournament.
Musical Monday: Musical Monday was held on Monday, August 15 from 1 – 2 pm at the Alcott
Center. Dennis Koppo performed for the audience. Unfortunately, the performance on August 29
was canceled due to loss of power at the Alcott Center. Brian O’Malley is working with the performer
to offer a makeup date.

Clubhouse
Administration: Amanda is currently working on inputting all Clubhouse participants into Quickbooks
for the first payment deduction on September 30.
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Amanda and Dani Hoefle will be distributing free COVID tests to all Clubhouse participants, provided
to the Park District free of charge by the Lake County Health Department. COVID cases at Clubhouse
remain low, with only two positive cases reported since school began on August 16.
Registration: Clubhouse has officially reached the two week mark! Currently, they have 600
participants registered with 71 participants on the waitlist.

Description
Clubhouse
Clubhouse Field Trip Only

Clubhouse Yearly Enrollment
Spring 2019
Spring 2020
Spring 2021
995
1014
105
102
105
0

Spring 2022
584
70

Schedules: Clubhouse will be offering their first field trip on September 26, 2022 to Enchanted
Castle. School District 102 has added an early release schedule every other Wednesday, where
participants get out of school 1 ½ hours early. These early release days are proving very difficult to
staff, as most Clubhouse staff at District 102 schools are high school aged.
Staff: Amanda hired three new staff in the past three weeks, and still needs around 12 staff to be fully
staffed and open the waitlists.

Dance
Dance Academy: The “New to You” shoe and apparel sale brought in $995 between the company
and community sales. That money gets used for the dance company’s fundraising budget.
Fall registration numbers continue to rise. Aly has opened up a new section of Bitty ballet, Tippy Toes,
Plie N Pop and Jazz 1 to accommodate people on the waitlist and the demand for classes.


Early Childhood classes
As of 8/16
Pre-COVID
(average)
2020 - 2021
2021 - 2022
55
2022 - 2023
71

As of 9/1
-

65
101
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Start

Final
-

134

74

25
93





Youth Academy classes
As of
Pre-COVID
(average)
2020 - 2021
2021 - 2022
2022 - 2023

8/16
59
76

As of 9/1

Start

77
100

Final
-

108

93

25
108

Adult classes
Pre-COVID
(average)
2020 - 2021
2021 - 2022
2022 - 2023

As of 8/16
13
11

As of 9/1

19
33

Start

Final
-

18

22

6
25

Dance Company: There were 45 dancers and an additional 145 friends and family in attendance at
the Schaumburg Boomers game on August 27. This was the largest number of dancers and guests to
attend in the past 5 years. Guest choreographers set 7 routines for our intermediate and advanced
company dancers. And 5 dancers performed in the Big Deal/Studio 83 highlights show at BG Days.
Winter Dance Performance: Auditions for “Peter Pan” are taking place September 15. As of August
31, there are 42 dancers auditioning. This is already up 113% of last year’s final audition numbers.
Aly expects more dancers to register as the date gets closer.

Early Childhood
EC Programs: Diana continues to work with fall program enrollment to accommodate waiting lists and
find staff to work those shifts as well. Winter brochure content had to be changed due to a schedule
change in the preschool calendar so prices/dates were adjusted.
Preschool: Diana Clayson was pleased to find two quality applicants to hire for the open positions.
She and Colleen Torf, her new assistant, welcomed the staff at the opening meeting. Plans are in
process and procedures are being reviewed. The Preschool Teacher Handbook was revised and
shared.
Diana continues to take phone calls, respond to emails and show families around the Preschool wing
to discuss the program. There are now a total 216 registrations for the fall, up 17 registrations from
last month’s Op report. That is 91% of the enrollment this time in 2019/Pre-COVID.
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Musical Arts
Crescendo Show Choir: Lindsay and the Crescendo Show Choir Director, Kara Spector, are currently
working on plans for this year’s choir season. Auditions are scheduled for September 20 at the CAC.
They plan to build on the musical foundation that began in the spring 2022 season, and work in new
music to create a full-length show in December. The performance is scheduled for December 14.
Encore!: A participation survey will be sent out to past Encore! members in September to assess
interest in returning to the group.
Private Instruction: The summer/fall session of in-person piano lessons began on August 10 at the
Community Arts Center and has a total of 22 students registered. Lindsay and the instructor are
planning to hold a winter recital in December of 2022.

Productions
Adult Non-Musical: Jessi will work with returning staff Gerald Nevin, Mat Roitman, David Geinosky
and Alec Kinastowski on the upcoming show Blithe Spirit. Rehearsals are going well and all volunteer
positions will be filled. Blithe Spirit staff welcomed Stephanie Nece to the team as costume designer.
All-Year Production Update: Lindsay is pleased to announce that the winter 2023 musical will be the
timeless classic, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, and the Spring 2023 musical will
be the Disney classic, Aristocats, Kids! Lindsay continues to work on staffing for the winter and spring
productions and is looking forward to a wonderful children’s theater season.
Children’s Fall Theater: Auditions for the fall 2022 Children’s Theater production of Getting to
Know…Once Upon a Mattress are currently underway at the Community Arts Center. A total of 55
performers in grades 3 – 12 auditioned for the show on August 29 and 30. Lindsay and the team
are currently in the process of conducting callback auditions and will be posting the cast list online on
Friday, September 2. The production will be directed by Beverly Preuss, with Music Direction from
Kara Spector and Choreography by Cathy Jacobson. The entire team is looking forward to producing
this classic Broadway comedy, with a wide-range of unique characters, offering many opportunities for
young performers in Buffalo Grove.

Professional Development
Jenn Foreman: Jenn submitted a session for the Association of Aquatic Professionals (AOAP) annual
conference titled ‘From New Hires to Lifeguards’ and will present on February 14. Jenn is working
towards gaining her AqP designation through AOAP.
Jessi Hersman: Jessi led an aquatics training for coaches/mangers on DEI. The training was
interactive and included information on best practices for areas including but not limited to special
recreation participants, LGBTQIA+ community members, and breaking communication barriers with
our diverse families. Jessi continues to send out a “Diversity Calendar” that includes important
celebrations and awareness opportunities. Jessi continues to research safe space stickers/decals for
our buildings and offices. Jessi helped lead, create, and attended the IPRA’s Diversity Institute Day on
September 9.
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Special Events
BG Days: Amanda Busch and Megan Baird secured all food vendors for Buffalo Grove Days. A total
of 16 vendors attended throughout the 5 days.
Lindsay prepared to present the 2022 Big Deal/Studio 83 Highlights show on September 3 and 4 on
the BG Days Main Stage as part of the Kids 90 initiative. Performers from the casts of Matilda, Jr., A
Chorus Line, and Moana, Jr. will be joined by the Crescendo Show Choir and dancers from the
Studio 83 Company Team to present highlights from the 2021-22 Community Arts Center season.
Cardboard Boat Regatta: The second Cardboard Boat Regatta set sail on August 27. There were a
total of 15 teams registered, which doubled last year’s entries. There were a variety of different boat
designs this year. Not all the boats made it across the pool, but everyone had a great time.

Craft Fair: There are currently 29 vendors, with space for approximately 4 - 6 more. The event will
take place on Saturday, October 22 from 10 am - 3 pm at the Community Arts Center.
Dance Benefit - Making Moves for Highland Park: The event was very well received by the
community. Just over $5,400 was raised to be given to the Highland Park Community Foundation.
On social media, the total reach for the Facebook post summarizing the event was 12,476 which is a
record for post engagement. To compare, the studio Facebook page only has 441 followers,
whereas the main park district Facebook page has about 4,500 followers. For a page with a much
smaller follower base to reach over 12,000 people is truly amazing. It shows how important the
event was to the community, the dancers and other districts that attended.
Disc Golf: The doubles disc golf tournament took place on Saturday, September 3. There were 16
teams pre-registered for the event (32 people), and had a few walk-ins. Overall, the event was very
well received by participants who received a t-shirt, pizza lunch, and prizes (both raffle and
standings).
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Flights in the Park: The Flights in the Park event was scheduled for Saturday, August 20.
Unfortunately, the event was canceled due to inclement weather. The event is being rescheduled to
Saturday, September 17. Brian O'Malley had flyers and yard signs displayed at BG Days in hopes
of increasing attendance for the rescheduled date.
Uniquely Us: Diwali + Festival of Lights: Jessi Hersman and Mike Maloney are working to create a
Diwali Event for October 2. Registration opened this month and we currently have 187 registered for
the event. The Uniquely Us committee and Jessi are continuing to reach out to the community to create
and offer a wide range of learning opportunities for the celebration.

Theatre Programs
Acting Studio Classes: Jessi Hersman has solidified staffing for 2022 – 2023. Registration numbers
for the recreation theatre level classes are at 85 total enrolled and every class offered will be running.
In fall 2021, enrollment for recreation level classes were 46 at this time.
Broadway Buddies & Leisure Ed: Alexis Bell from NWSRA and Jessi have agreed to meet every other
week to ensure success for this transition year for Broadway Buddies. Broadway Buddies currently has
12 enrolled participants. Jessi has added a “Buddies Bunch” parent/guardian offering during the time
Broadway Buddies meet. This will allow for parents/guardians to connect, help with show needs,
create social experiences and plan the after party.

Youth General
Computer Explorers: Computer Explorers is offering a Mine Craft Basic Training class for beginners
starting September 12 and it will run for four weeks. Jimmy has 10 participants registered which is the
max enrollment for the class.
Chess: Fall chess classes will be starting up on September 12. Jimmy has 19 participants registered
for the beginning chess class, 10 participants for the advanced chess class and 13 participants
registered for the elite class. Jimmy’s chess instructor believes that he will have more participants
register before the class starts.
Magic: Jimmy has a one day Magic class that will run on September 19. Jimmy currently has 19
participants registered for the class.

Youth Sports
Soccer: Due to weather, the coach’s clinic that was scheduled for August 20 was postponed to
August 27. There was a decent turn out. The Parks Department will begin setting up the game fields
at Willow Stream the week of September 6. The Rec Department will put soccer nets up on Thursday,
September 8. Games will begin on Saturday, September 10.
Contractual Athletics: Hot Shots Sports will begin their fall session 1 classes on Thursday, September
8. There are 7 classes being offered with 93 kids enrolled.
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Flag Football: Practices have started for the fall flag football program. TJ has been working to get all
player changes made as well as trying to add players into the league to fill open spots. Games will
start on September 10 and coaches are excited for the season. TJ will be utilizing Mike Rylko Park for
night games once again for grades 5 - 8.
House League Basketball: Jimmy is happy to report that registration continues to increase for the
league. Jimmy currently has 175 participants registered for all leagues K-8 grade. Parents are starting
to reach out to Jimmy about coaching this season (which begins in January).
Karate: Fall classes will begin after Labor Day. Classes are still open for registration and classes are
filling up fast. As of September 258 participants are registered for these classes. The fall session will
run through mid-December.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:
DATE:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RYAN RISINGER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
TIM HOWE, DIRECTOR OF PARKS AND PLANNING
OPERATIONAL REPORT
SEPTEMBER 1, 2022

General Parks Department
A HUGE thank you to all the Parks department for their work at BG DAYS!
We lost power on Monday and Tuesday during the storms. Unfortunately, we lost over 300 LED
drivers due to them being burned up with the power outage. Clint has been working with the
contractor who installed the LED’s and Jerry has been working with ComEd to try and figure out the
problem on why the LED drivers burnt up.
We are looking into a grant opportunity through the Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program for a
new connecting bike path from the CAC to Tartan Park, which would run along the west end of the
Schwaben property. This grant application is due at the end of September.
We will be submitting an OSLAD grant application for the redevelopment of Parkchester Park. The first
public open house went well and a second public open house is scheduled for September 14. The
grant application is due at the end of September.
We have continued to help with planning, setup and breakdown of Buffalo Grove Days, as well as
planning for the Experience Diwali event on October 2.
Preliminary capital project meetings for the 23/24 budget will begin the first week of October, due to
project/grant deadlines and NRPA.

Capital Improvements
Alcott Center:
Pricing from Schroeder Asphalt for the west sidewalk project was approximately 20% higher than our
budget. We are working with the Village to see if their contractor for the Bernard work might be
interested in taking on the project. If not, then we will bid this work out along with the Rylko Inline
Rink/Phase II Educational Garden project in November.

Community Arts Center:
Midwest Mechanical has completed Phase I of the roof top unit replacement project for the atrium and
support spaces. Phase II will start up after our Diwali event on October 2 and will include the actual
installation of the new units on the roof. This phase will take approximately three weeks to complete
and programs will be able to function during Phase II. A huge thanks to facility staff for doing a lot of
prep work to help speed up the process. The new donor wall heart plaques have been delivered and
we are just waiting on the larger backlit signage to arrive before installation can begin.
Fitness Center:
The steel painting in the lifeguard office has been completed. Installation of new floor transition
material and the replacement of the steam generator equipment are taking place this week. We are
waiting on a material delivery update for the Pump Replacement project, which will take place later
this year. New flooring has been ordered for the Reformer Studio and staff will meet in October to
finalize the scope of work for the planned studio renovations this winter.
Golf Dome:
We continue to work with Farley Group on a modified anchor detail for the Golf Dome to address any
future issues that might occur with the original facility anchors. We are hoping to have this work
completed this fall before the Golf Dome opens.
Nature Classroom/Educational Gardens:
We met with staff and our consultants regarding Phase II of the Educational Garden and are looking
to combine this project with the Rylko Inline Rink bid package in November. Construction for the
project would begin in the spring of 2023. We have continued to work on the IPRA Outstanding Park
and Facility Award application for the Phase I work, which is due in October.
Parks:
Construction for the 2022 Park Improvements project has begun and the demolition of the Rick
Drazner pickleball courts has been completed. Infrastructure work for the new pickleball lighting will
be completed in the next week and asphalt pathway repairs will begin mid-September. Substantial
completion for this project is the end of October. The light pole installation for the Woodland Park
pickleball courts has been completed. Schematic Design for the Rylko Park Amphitheater and Spray
‘N Play renovation project continues to move forward and we are working towards a Village Planning
and Zoning submittal, which is due at the end of September. We are waiting on executed paperwork
for the Prairie Grove OSLAD grant and are currently looking at a possible spring 2023 construction
start.
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Facilities
Aquatics Facilities: Pools are closed! Thank you to facility staff for all their hard work this season!
Fitness Center: Lots of stuff going on at the FC! The pool area was closed for annual maintenance.
Staff cleaned the pool and deck, regrouped the pool and deck as needed, replaced filters as
necessary, and installed a new swimming suit extractor. McDonough Mechanical came out and
repaired a leak and refilled the chiller with new glycol coolant. The contractor painted steel beams in
the life guard room.
CAC: We had issues with false alarms going off and being sent to police and fire. Jerry worked with
multiple contractors on trying to figure out what the problem was!
Misc. Facilities: Thank you to Andy McDowell for taking our fire alarm and sprinkler contractor around
to do our yearly inspections.
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Memorandum
MEMO TO:

PARK BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RYAN RISINGER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
FROM:
MIKE TERSON, SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKETING
SUBJECT:
OPERATIONAL REPORT
DATE:
SEPTEMBER 2, 2022
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Brochure: The winter book is being finalized. The final proof is scheduled to be released to staff on
September 19.
Fitness Center: Jennifer continues to manage the weekly Constant Contact email blasts. Email marketing
included: August 25 - Parking lot notice to members visiting the Fitness Center during Buffalo Grove Days.
August 26 - The pool area will re-open Monday, August 29, we will keep the online lap pool reservation
system when the pool re-opens, the steam rooms will be closed for repairs August 30 and 31, watch your step
as we replace the transition strip between the weight and cardio areas on the fitness floor, we have a lost and
found at the front desk, parking lot notice to members visiting the Fitness Center during Buffalo Grove Days,
reformer fall sampler event sign up, student memberships increase September 1, Labor Day group exercise
class schedule, September group exercise class schedules, gymnasium schedule, pickleball online reservations,
lap pool reservations, new aquatics class schedule, making a reservation is easy with our new app, Park Post
e-newsletter sign up, and Athletico ad.
Jennifer created fliers and posters for the Reformer Fall Sampler event, introducing Kortnee Herold, the new
reformer trainer.
Jennifer updated the aquatics schedule of classes effective September 1, and uploaded it to the website.
Jennifer created and printed fliers and posters regarding Buffalo Grove Days parking notice to members, and
posters notifying visitors that the Fitness Center restrooms are not open to the public during Buffalo Grove Days.
Village Newsletter: Mike completed the layout of the Park District pages of the September/October Village
Newsletter. The spread included information on the Huck Finn Fishing Derby, Trick-or-Treat Trail, Green Fair,
Experience Diwali: A Festival of Lights, Arts and Crafts Fair, and Howl-O-Ween Pooch Parade.
Pictures: Mike took pictures of the Cardboard Boat Regatta.
Design: Mike designed a schedule at-a-glance for the Buffalo Grove Days website, the slideshow for the video
wall at Buffalo Grove Days, and he updated the scorecards for the Disc Golf Tournament. Mike also created
flyers for all of the fall adult and Club 50 programs.

Community Calendars: Wendy posted Experience Diwali, Arts and Crafts Fair, Howl-O-Ween Pooch Parade,
Trick-Or-Treat Trail, and Veterans Day Celebration to the Village, Daily Herald and Patch events calendars.
Email Newsletter: Jennifer completed the layout and content for the following Park Post email newsletters:
August 19 - Join the Park District team (we’re hiring), fall resident registration is open, preschool registration is
open, Fall Into Fitness Sale at the Fitness Center, Cardboard Boat Regatta, Buffalo Grove Days, Disc Golf
Tournament, and Dog Show. There are currently 4,485 subscribers to the newsletter (-7 from previous month).
TV Screens: Wendy created graphics for the TV screens for Experience Diwali, Green Fair, Crescendo Show
Choir auditions, rescheduled Flights in the Park, and Huck Finn Fishing Derby.
Display Case: Wendy created new displays for the Alcott Center lobby that promoted Experience Diwali and
Green Fair.
Projects: Mike has continued to work with Jennifer, Wendy and Joe Zimmermann on interviewing potential
candidates for the part time Communications Coordinator position. Another candidate was offered the
position, but declined because accepted another position. Mike is also working on booking a band for the
makeup date for Flights in the Park. Wendy coordinated, designed and posted all the social media for
Buffalo Grove Days.
Donations: Raffle prize donations were sent to St. Mary School for their fundraiser.
New Resident Welcome Packets: Wendy mailed 109 welcome packets to new residents that moved into
Buffalo Grove in August.
Sponsorship: Wendy signed a renewal sponsorship agreement with Harbor House ($500), and a new
sponsorship agreement with Capone Chiropractic ($500). Wendy signed new sponsorship agreements for
Buffalo Grove Days with FSS Technologies ($500) and Midwest Mechanical ($500). Wendy finished with
$36,500 in sponsorship collected for Buffalo Grove Days (an increase of $12,000 from 2021).
Meetings: Mike met with the Village’s new Director of Communications, Molly Gillespie, on August 30, and
he attended the SPRA Showcase on August 31. Wendy attended the Buffalo Grove Days safety meeting, and
final committee meeting, both on August 30. Mike, Jennifer and Wendy attended the PR Council of Lake
County meeting on September 1.
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Website: Mike created a new home page slider for the employee spotlight. Internal pages that were updated
include Board of Commissioners, Board Packets, Club 50, Construction Projects, Dance, Employee Spotlight,
Flights in the Park, Performing Arts, Raupp Museum, Raupp Museum Programs, Seasonal Catalog, Soccer,
Sponsorship, Spray ‘N Play, Staff, and Willow Stream Pool.
Here are some website statistics for the month of August:
August 2022
Total visits:
30,084
Total Page Views
63,003
Different Users
20,082
New Visits
17,704
Returning Visits
12,380
Mobile/Phone
18,158
Desktop
11,231
Tablet
695
Pages per Visit:
2.09
Duration of Average Visit:
1:47
How did people get to our site?
Search Engine
11,435
Direct (typed in address)
5,752
Social Media
900 (-229 from last month)
Link from other website
2,280
Top 10 Most Visited Internal Pages
1.
Fitness Center Home Page
2.
Registration
3.
Seasonal Catalog
4.
Spray ‘N Play
5.
National Night Out
6.
Job Opportunities
7.
Performing Arts
8.
Willow Stream Pool
9.
Dance
10.
Fitness Center Group Exercise Reservations

4,288
4,055
2,803
2,269
2,232
1,682
1,485
1,177
1,166
1,075
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August 2021
27,187
57,001
16,812
14,621
12,566
17,008
9,622
557
2.1
1:45
10,646
5,268
1,169
95

TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:
DATE:

PARK BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RYAN RISINGER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
DANI HOEFLE, RISK MANAGER
SEPTEMBER OPERATIONS REPORT
SEPTEMBER 7, 2022

TRAINING:
Dani continued trainings this month with a review of the Crisis Communications and
Emergency Operations Manual at the Full-Time Staff Meeting. She also led the Safety
Committee in their first ever activity at these meetings, which asked staff to determine their own
level of safety when driving/operating a vehicle. And finally, Dani held a meeting with the
rest of the ALICE instructors to discuss a new plan for the future. It was decided that one full
training will be offered each year to all staff, both full-time and part-time, and supervisors can
request a training that is department-specific at any time.
BG DAYS:
Dani led the Beverage Tent with TJ, Chuck, Jenn, and Erika. This included making sure we
had all the necessary supplies to run the tent, the beverages ordered, appropriate signage,
and staffing. We also partnered with local brewing company, Liquid Love, to offer a Buffalo
Grove option. The partnership was a benefit to both parties and overall, the weekend was
incredibly successful with sales totaling over $47,000, a more than 50% increase from
2021.
CLAIMS:
There are several open claims with PDRMA right now, but all are progressing well. Some
pop-up tents that were damaged at a swim meet when a storm came through will be
replaced; a park sign that was damaged is being remade; and, the sound processor at the
CAC, whose firmware can no longer be updated, is being substituted. The Park District also
received restitution for the vandalism done to the CAC pod earlier this year. The individual
responsible also received a trespassing warning, ensuring the individual will not be allowed
on Park District property moving forward.

